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INTRODUCTION, &e. 
A ſerious and due Attention to the Holy Salemmity 


Wwe are nom to engage in may juſtly bring io 
our Remembrance that Paſſage of our Loo 
to his Diſciphes, recorded — © 


Luxx X. 23. 
Bleſſed are the Eyes which ſee be 
Wings that ye ſee. 


KLESSE indeed are the People 
who have a right View and 
clear Underſtanding of the great 
Things which are this Day to 
be ſeen and heard in this AG 
ſembly: For though there be nothing of 
outward Pomp or Grandeur to ſtrike the 
ye of the Body, yet there is, in the Tranfac- 
tions of this Day, ſach a Diſplay of the Di- 
vine Glory as will engage every true Chrif- 
J tian 
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bf | 1 bags 95 x RS | OT 
tian to acknowledge, that it is an unſpeakable 


Privilege, and a real Bleſſedneſs for any e 
bebold by Faith the Things that are now to be: 
ſet forth among us. This, I humbly con- 
ceive, will be evident from a juſt, though 


but a brief Explication of the Facts and vi- 


ſible Parts of the Work that now lies before 
Us. | | C 2 | 

Wnar this is, I preſume, none in this 
Aſſembly can need that I ſhould inform 
them: For doubtleſs you all know, that it 


ds what is generally and fitly called the Public 


Ordination of a Mimifler of the Goſpel, or the 
open Declaration and Recognizing of what 
has been done by this Church, in order to 
the ſetting apart to the Paſtoral Office that 
Servant of the Loxp +, whom they have re- 
ligiouſly and unanimouſly choſen to be joined 
with their very aged and venerable Paſtor *, 
to be with Him an Overſeer, Ruler and Guide 
in their ſpiritual Concerns, or to be the Biſhop 
of their Souls under CHRISH the ſupreme 
Lon and Biſhop of all His People. 
Ax by the Work of this Day we are in- 
ſtructed in the infinite Wiſdom: and Power, 
in the boundleſs Mercy and Grace, in the 
wonderful Tenderneſs and Compaſſion of 
our God, exerciſed and exerted through the 
Mediation of CHRISH towards apoſtate Crea- 
tures, fallen into a State of Sin, and conſe- 
I The Reverend Mr. Richard Winter. | 
The Reverend Mr Bradbury. | 
"EE | K quently 


644; 


quent! obnoxious tb.the'moſt dreadful State 
of endleſs Miſery and Deſtruction. 


Yea, in the Work of this Day we have 4 


moſt delightful and aſſuring Evidence that 
there is in CuR1sT a compleat Redemption, 
every way commenſurate to the Ruin of the 
Fall, and perfectly adequate to the utmoſt 
Difficulty and Exigency of the Caſe of any 
Man upon Earth that deſires Salvation, 
though he has been the very chief 7 
ners. 104 

Brrsszp then are the Eyes of thoſe * 


rightly ſee, that is, of thoſe who through the 
heavenly Un#ton, which they have received from = 


the Holy One, do in a believing and*experi- 
mental Manner ſee and know the: 
Things that are now to be declared and 
ſpoken of, as indubitable Verities, which 
can be no Lie, becauſe they are taught us in 
that unerring Word of ſuperna 
tion which came from Him who '! is Truth 
itſelf. 

To enlarge and oonüfm our Apprehen- 
ſions of the  Bleſſedneſs of Joo Believers, / I 
ſhall briefly attempt to ſhew under ſeveral 
Heads what are the Things which are now 
to be ſeen, being taught in the Word of 
Gop: And as I proceed I ſhall endeavour, 
through Divine Aſſiſtance, to point out un- 
der each particular Head ſomewhat of the 
Evidence thereof . us in _ PO 
work of * Day. 


B 2 8 As 


* 


Revela- 


[ 4 1. 
__ en « are to be ſoen or 
\learnt from the preſent ſolemn Buſineſs, 1 
ſhall mention the > fllwin __—_ wah im- 
1 Anf 


| W here Se That che promiſes, Meſſiah 
Sit incarnate That this incarnate Meſ- 
ſiah has fulfilled all Righteouſmeſs That 
He has made Peace * God for Sin- 
ners That he has thus p rocured Health and 
Cure for their Souls That Satan is de- 
throned. That there is a full Proviſion made 
for the Supply of all a Believer's Wants 
and, \laſtly, That there is a Way ſettled and 
by Ga, through which the wileſt 
el Sinners may be regovered and become Par- 
. takers of this odere. rk 
11 Hi 
11 Nie here foe that. che promif Meſh 
betas "incarnate, or that Jnsus CHRIST is 
eme in the Fleſn. | For the Worn was. me 
Thy and delt among us. 
chere it mah be enquired, What is 
esd in the Work of this Day to be an Evi- 
dence and Proof of this Pomt ? In anſwer 
to this, Let it be confidered, that we have 
now a freſh: Inſtance of Cugisr's giving 
Paſtors and Teachers for the Work of the 
Miniſtry, for the edifying of his Body, the 
Church: And the Beſtowment of this Gift 
mY a Fruit of his Aſcenſion, it may well 
be e emed a Proof of his a . * 


to argue, but chat Ze.afb deſcended firf.. 7 
So that we have here a plain and full 
Diſcovery of Cuxisx's Incarnation, and ſuch 
a clear, perſpicuous and advantageous View 
ere as neither any of the Prophets, nar 
HMael that lived before our 
. had or could have, how much 
N they deſired it. This Remark was 
matle h our Lon himſelf to 12» 
ver. 24. 
Aup this is one of thoſe great Thin 
25 intellectual and believing View whereof 
2nded with a Bleſſedneſs, that cannot 

8 enjoyed by thoſe in Pagan Countries, 
who never hear the 's joyful Sound, 
And fince we are — üiſtinguiſhed from 
them, and favoured with an Aſſurance that 
CnrisT- is come in the Fleſh, how thankful 
ſhould we be daily for this unſpeakable Gift, 
and how careful 0 receive, reſt and rely 
Him and Him alone for Salvation. For 
otherwiſe we muſt know, it will be more 
tolerable for the very Heathens themſelves 


than it will be for f us in On 
Judgment. 


2. Wx are * ſhewn, that the incarnate 
MEss1AH bas fulfilled all Righteouſneſs... By his 
Obedience unto Death he finiſned the Work 
which his Father gave him to do. CarisT's 


Exaltation is the Reward of his n 


eo 1 6 bl 3 
and Niews that his Obedience was abſolutely | 
rfect and infinitely meritorious. It was a 
Aae to the Diſc; * that they ſaw the 
Meſſiah going up and down doing Good, 
and making it his Meat and Drink to do 
the Will of him that ſent him: And bleſſed 
ſure maſt now be the Eyes of his People, 
— ſee that his Work is compleatly finiſhed, 
that He has wrought out, and brought in an 
everlaſting Righteouſneſs, whereby He has 
obtained an eternal Redemption for all tits 
Church and People. 


Bor wherein does the preſent Work give 


a Manifeſtation of this perfect Righteouſ- 
neſs? I anſwer, We have here a Proof, that 
the Righteouſneſs of Cuxrs r has purchaſed 
and ſecured the Privilege and Grace of a 
Soſpel.Miniſtry. But this it could not have 
done: if it had not purchaſed a Redemption 
cdrom every Curſe of the broken Law; and 
from the ſame Grace and Redemption from 
which a Goſpel- Church receives a Paſtor ac- 
rording*to the Heart of Gop, ſhall every indi- 
vidual and true Believer receive the full Re- 
miſſion of his Sins, and a 8 unto 
Life eternal. For, 


3. Wr here ſee, that there is Peace with 
Gon, and a Reconciliation for thoſe that 
_ molt wickedly rebelled againſt Him. 
"Tas hkewiſe appears from the Work we 
are now K in: For had not Gop been 
in 


I 

in Cus1sT -reconciling the World unto Himſelf, 
there would be. no Goſpel-Miniſters ſent 
forth to negotiate a Peace between Gop and 
I is the Buſineſs of theſe Ambaſſadors 
to beſeech Men in Chrift's Name to be reconciled. 
zo: Gon, and to accept of a Reconciliation to 
Him upon his own infinitely gracious and 
condeſcending Terms, or in his own Way; 
and that is to accept of a free Pardon, the 
Grant of his meer ſovereign good Pleaſure, 
only for the Sake of Ixsus CHRIS TH, without 
requiring any thing to be done by us, or 
wrought in us to be any Ground, Reaſon or 


Motive of our Juſtification.” 4 


4. Wr further ſee a Grant of Health 
Cure for the Souls of Men. $I 
Ox remarkable Thing which came with- 
in the Obſervation and View of the Diſciples: 
was, their ſeeing all manner of Sickneſs and 
Diſeaſes healed, Fevers were rebuked, Para- 
lytic Diſorders were called off : Moreover, 
Blind Eyes were opened, Deaf Ears were 
unſtopped, the Dumb were made to ſpeak, 
the Lame to walk, and the Weak were 
ſtrengthened, yea, the Dead were raiſed to 
Life again. 35 

AND in the Work of this Day we have an 
Evidence, that as great Things as theſe are now 
<vrought in the preſent Times among Our- 
ſelves, . 
THouGH 


* 


* SST with: very 


theſe eſteem it a farther Bleſſedneſs, 


1 


[ Ih 

Tnonuon it is true we have no Warrant 
to expect, nor do we ſee in a naturab or phy- 
ſieal Senſe ſuch Cures to be performed in a 
ſupernatural or miraculous Way now as they 
were then; ow. as to ſpiritual there 
are as Things now wrought upon the 
Souls of Men, as were then wrought im na- 


tural Things upon their Bodies. 


And whenever we. ſee, as we truſt we do | 


great Pleaſure: a 

"agree? affeftonately 

he — 1 = Hrs to have a 
pure. " ſertled and conti 
nued among — — ing to the Appoint- 


ment of CurisT, that they may be farther 


inſtructed, eſtabliſhed and aſſiſted in the 
Faith, Worſhip and: Obedience which the 


Goſpel teaches and requires; I ſay, where- 
— == ſee this holy and tender Concern-for 


the Honor: of CarxisrT; and his Divine Infti- 


tution faithfully teſtified, ' we cannot but 
acknowl 


edge that there has been a Cure 
ht of the moſt contagious inveterate 
and dangerous piritual Maladies ; yea, that 
there has been a Reſurrection from a State 
of Death in Sin to a Newneſs of Life in Grace 
and Holineſs. | 
Aup ſuch as have had the real Experi- 
ence of this healing Mercy themſelves, can- 
not but account it a Bleſſedneſs to ſee others 
lkewiſe'truly made Partakers of it. And all 


5. To 


9 . 
Ne . Dr e es dit, "& : », 
w# % 1 135 14 


7s 4 daun, aue and the undean 


% it cat But. 


Mrrfs TRS end and ordained to be' 


1 Soldiers of f Jo us Chriſt. So then; the 
Work of this Day ſhewys that there is 4 
Warfare to be all? carried on in the King- 


dom of Car 1sT againſt the Kingdom of 


Satan; and though” Miniſters Ae in - the 
Fleſh, yet they are not to war after the Fleſh ; 
for the Weapons of their Warfare are not carnal, 
and hs weak, but ſpiritual, - and: therefore 
mig hrough Gov. to the pulling 'down fl 
Holds, Ee the ſtrong Holds of Sin and 
Satan. 

Buy the Fooliſhneſs of Preaching — 1s 
br Be to ſave them that believe, and there- 

He confounds the Wiſdom, and over- 
chives the Power not only of wicked Men, 
but of Devils too. 

80 that when the Loxp is pleaſed to bleſs 
His faithful Miniſters, and to work effectu- 
ally with Them, and by Them, then mighty 
Things are done, and Satan is made to fall 


from Heaven as really, and ſometimes as 


„ if not as remarkably, as Lightning 


iel 
Axp as the Deſign, fo the Liberty and 


Privi lege of a peaceable uninterrupted Per- 


formance of our public Work this Day ſhews, 


that CurIsT ig made Head over all Thi, 
Church, and that the 1 Powers of 


* 


s to the 


ell are 
made 


_ bs ſubdued: If 


1 
any ſubject to his Control, otherwiſe there 


io EP. imagine, that the | 
e Serpent againſt d e 

would have. nov. ems Dilluchnce cn 

Wa gr other. War 935 


na ht ha — —* l 25 —.— 
ve un 

a n. 15 9 5 HE | 
eee of Rae ef might 
no have been mY: 1 and - 
| En ome others * preſent, 1 J ha 
? through their Means, near 

ago, When the Reverend and Won Mr 
Hai Rute, and the Congregation to 
* 15 miniſtred ſtatedly, met here. 


wen fr 6, hgh the Dine 
Beſt Toe upon the righteous and 


_ vernment of our cm Kino, —— 

his renowned Fa cent GEORGE, ED 
n Emiſſaries have 
laid under Pe eg and the 


the Wicked have not ang. able to 


Hands, or to 
their Hearts redete. "ns 


Bur farther, it is ſtill more ** to 
| remark, that in every, Inſtance. of true Con- 
verſion the ſtrong Man is bound, and Satan 
was not done b the om- 


e 


tion 


LEO 


1950 if 
*: i Met een wifi ct 
of Am to be on 
"ae; bit Very Mans land and 
c would be againſt Him and his Cauſe. - 
8 95 _ e betiold' the Wort of the 
0 chearfu zealouſty carry- 
8 ed 5 005 pn we 
have ati Eyidence that Satan is dethroned, 
that ſotne hive had titty Eyes cpenad; umd this 
Been turned from Barti to Light, and from 
the Power of Satan imb Gop. Fr now, 
however the Devil may feſift and oppoſe 
bel 3 ers pi els Flt and Rr for 
it is 4 
wo Dit tend e Hl he rem Ms 
Branch of 5 3 S e whe Will 
ever contindte a Prieſt upon his Throne, and 
reign as'a mighty Conqueror, till He Hath 
Put all Enemies under his F. et. 89>. 


6. We here fee 4 fall Prov jor ma je 
te Supp Pp of of all a Believers Wants. © 

TE Miniſters . I e Jrs 
called Stewart 0 be Myſteries of Gov. 
ſince it is by e Divite Appointment or 
they bear this 9 and are employed 
in this Service, we Have a plain Tritimation 
in the preſent Work, that there is à rich 
Proviſion made for the Churches Su Lok 
For there would be no Occaſion, no | 
for any to perform this Office of a Sheard, 


if e was no Portion of good Things to 
21 be 


* 


PF" F q : 4 — a 
WW o 45 * 4 þ pq * ” 


— * 
_ 


1 1 {29 1 4-4 1 
F 3 5 "ſaitable Bleſlings, and .a Fulnefs 


for the ouſhold of. Faith : 0 
8 :of; on and; . but 


of, the mot dec Paint, 


= 
T 


it 


| 20 
* th antain. a PERO Vie. ck as ; may 
ule tho Weary to reſt, they likewiſe yield 
A 1 1 of Goth, it may juſtly 
| {Fi 1s Refreſhing, Ifai. Xxvili. 12. 
that none 5 are intereſted in this 
15 may have at Reaſon to fear that 
Fever: want, they are aſſured, there 
d in the . — eno of 1 it to 
e pooreſ eſt Beli ver rich to a 


_— W here ſee that there is a W, 
falls aud reveakd by Gon, through which t 
moſt guilty Sinners; may be recovere and become 
Partakers. of this glorious eee 

Aup this Way is ſignified to be through EP 
—_ comjugal RAauon, to er and Union 
with f An. 5 
Fin is not any thin thing which'is ſavingly 
God that can be ours, unleſs CuRIST be ours, 
_ and. ue His, that is, unleſs we be eſpouſed 
to Him... | 
Do any aſk, But what Reaſon can there 
be. to. ell. or hat eee to 
. 


' 


$361. 

hope, that vile Sinners ſhall be eſp pouſed to 
ny and the Prince of Glox do q 

HE. Encouragement: is, that 

has 7 Miniſters to be the Friends of 
the Bridegroom. I bis you know 38 a rela- 
tive Term, and bei applied to CMR, it 
ſuppoſes that there is à Church given to 
Him to be bis Bride or Spouſe. 

Aup in the preſent Work we ate aſſured, 
that CurreT is till ſending forth his Mini- 
ſters to endeavour in his Name, and through 
the Aſſiſtance of his Power and Grace, :i# 
eſpouſe Souls to one Huſband, that they may mal 
Preſented. to Himſe 2 48 4 chaſte Virgin. 62. 41 


n chus ine in the moſt 
ſuitable and ſolemn manner I could, accord- 
ing to the Deſire and Appointment of this 
Church, ta open the Mork of the Day, I ſhall 
refer you to the Inſtructions and Directions, 
which will be given in the Sermon and Ex- 
hortation that are to follow, before the e | 
ſhip is ended; that you may learn more 
ticularly, : than I have Time to ſuggeſt, how. 
the Thin 985 are now to be ſeen among 
us ſhoul N both by Miniſters 
and Peo * may the gracious Preſence 

and Blefſin W. the Loxp render all effectual 
to our hap 11 Edification and Eſtabliſhment . 
in the Faith, Order and Binn the 


VR Amen. 


* 


i: the A roms fo "the * 
13 vb he bd e 


Ge 10 +143 % 1's „tk 20 e : 146 


Teske of Gov being i 
i our much nere and gy 
cananunicate to the Deacons' this CThurc 
Mis Defire of a or to aſſiſt him in the 
Dutis of hut Office, and irtimat- 
| ing to them, that Mr Richard Winter would 
ſuitable Perſon to be joined with 
Movin Rianin lat Relation; in Co nenice thereof 
two Meetings were appointed at His Houſe 
for Converfation and Prayer, feet of Gad a 
en us, and for our N 
oelongeth unto them. © 
2 5h April) the church 
were acquainted by our Paſtor with hisDefire, 
and —— Was e N for the 
Wedneſday following for Prayer and Conful- 
tation upon this Occaſion; when, after deli- 
berate Conſideration, the Church, firſt agreed 
unanimouſly to the Nerzffity and Expediency of 
chooſing a Co-paſtor, and then "reſolved, 
Nam Con, to give MY Richard Winter an In- 
vitation to that Office: And, from thence 
concluding after we had be rught our God: for 
this, "that he was entreated of us, we accordingly 


ent 


b 0 


1 28.]} 
ſent him à Call, ſigned by our Paſtor and all 
the Brethren then preſent; to which he ſent 
us an declaring his Acceptance of 
it, which was read at our next Church- meet- 
ns i Richard m inten was then deſired to 
apply to the Church to Which he ſtood re- 
, far a Diſmiſſion to ours; which: being 
granted, hae was thereupon received into Com- 
munion with us on Friday the iſt June, at 
* the Ghnrep fem: r 
mous Acceptance of him as a 8. 

Wurd we reflect upon the remarkable 
Leadings of Providence, and the Harmony 
there has been among us in following -its 
Footſteps, we cannot but view the whole: of 
the Procedure as appearing an chase 
em deen, ä 


The Church hen (upon being fred) 2 wa 
* their Call, eee, 1. GIG Yung op of 
their Hand.. Fey 


Then dy Richard Winter was called gn to give 
an Aach in whet Light the Call of il 
Church aphaured to bim, and of his Re lution 
e grit ele 


HEN I received: the free, full and 
ed Invitation of this Church 
(dated. April 18th laſt) to an Union in the 
Paſtoral Office with the Rev. Mr Bradbury, 
1 10 * deputed Brethren, that I vom 
take 


* 


1160 
take a convenient Time to conſider of ke. 
before Igave my Anſwer in ſo weight) 
Affair. Accordingly I took frequent 
ſion to deliberate upon it, to aſk Counſel of ; 
Gob in it, and to'examine my Views relative 
to itz And cannot but ſay, upon bein 
fully informed of the entire Harmony np 
Openneſs there was between this Church 
and their venerable Paſtor in the ſeveral Steps 
that were taken, IL was led to infer, that 
God himſelf, and our Father, and our Lord Tefus 
Ghrift Airected my Way unto Tem. i 
Wurx above a Fortnight was expired 
after my receiving their unanimous Call, I 
delivered in my Anſwer in the Affirmative. 
What now hes upon me, is to teſtify in this 
public manner my Acceptance of it; and 
this I do with the greateſt Reverence and 
Chearfulneſs of Soul in the Preſence of Gop, 
Angels and Men ;' believing, that herein I 
comply with the Will of Gop in his Pro- 
vidence. Senſible of my Inſufficiency for ſo 
arduous an Undertaking as that of the Paſo- 
ral Charge, I truſt in tlie Promiſe of the glo- 
rious IMMANUEL, That-he will be with bis Mi- 
niſters always even to the End of the World. And 
1 earneſtly entreat the Prayers, not only of 
this Church, but of all who are preſent to 
| Behold our Order, that 1 may be afſiſted and 
ſucceeded in diſchargin the Duties of that 
high and important Office 1 mw 


an 


MR, £5 + 
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Alter his 2 15 hay Witter 128 
defered' o give a Summa Doftrines 


Ie believed and preached ; e be 


bt , n'est i 0. es 
A | 4 3” 
. % EF *. — 47 
Gonfeſion of Fs : 
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by. 18 With che Jr Freedom I ade 

2 myſelf © that reaſonable Ser dice, now re- 
quired of me, of declaring in this pub- 

lic manner thoſe Articlbs of my Faith whieh 1 
have extracted from the Word of God: In 


doing chis, I not only JP y with the Prac- 


tice of . Miniſters in rimitive Church, 
and of thoſe who — m in the Preach- 
ing of the Goſpel, but herein I follow the 
Example of my RNA Lon D and MASTER 
Himſelf, who declared God's Faithfulneſs and 
Salvation, and did not conceal bis e 
neſs and hir Truth from abe great regation ; 
and of whom we alſo read; That 1 

ius Pilate be awitneſſed a good Conf, Mean. 


War I have believed in my Heart, and 


for” a Courſe of Years made known. in my 
D ſtated 


taken bo 


are A 


„„ 

ſtated Miniſtrations in other Religious Aſ- 

ſemblies *, I ſhall on this ſolemn Occaſion 
confeſs with. my Mouth; having rengunced the hid- 

dn Things » , not walking in Craf 
tineſt, nor handling t 7 74 God decertfully ; 

but by a Manifeftation of the Truth ſhall commend 

| me to every Man's Conſcience in ibe Sight of 
God. | | 


I. ITAEN here acknowledge, that I take 
the Scriptures f the Old and New Teſtament to 
be the Revelation of the Mind and Will of 
God tb Man, and the only Rule to direct us 
in thoſe Things which concern the Glory of 
Gop, and our real Happineſs; firmly believ- 
ing, That all Scripture is given by Inſpiration 
of God, and is profitable for Doftrme, for Re- 
Proof, for Correction, for Infiruftion in Righte- 


7 


out neſs 1 7 
II. In this ſacred Book I read, and therefore 
believe; That the Lord our God is, one Lord, and 
that in the Unity of the Godhead, there is a 
Trinity of Perſons, for there are Three that 
Bear Record in Heaven, the Father, the Word, 
and the Holy Ghoſt, and theſe Three are One. 
This Doctrine of three diſtin&t - Perſons in 
one undivided Eſſence I look on. to be ſo im- 
portant, that it lies at the Foundãtion of the 
Chriſtian Religion; that we have no right 
At the Reverend Mr Hall's Meecting-Houſe, and 
at that in Mington. | 8 
FE Know- 
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Knowledge of Gop, and therefore can give 
no acceptable Worſhip to Him without: a 
cordial Belief of it; a Truth above the Com- 
prehenſion of human Reaſon, but as it is 
revealed in the Holy Scriptures I humbly 
adore it, and chearfully receive it on the 
Divine Authority. 


III. I zzLievs that Gop, from all Eter- 
nity, did, for the Manifeſtation of his Glory, 
urpoſe and determine whatever comes to paſs. 
hoſe things which are contingent to us are 
certain to Him, who works all things after. the 
Counſel of his own Will. 


IV. AccorRDING to this Plan which Gop 
formed in his own eternal Mind; he created, 
upholds and governs all things. -Particularly, 
he made Man after his own Image, in Know- 
ledge, Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs, to whom 
he not only gave a Law, but with whom he 
entered into Covenant as the Head and Re- 
preſentative of all that deſcended from him 
1 ordinary Generation, the Terms of which 
Covenant Man had a Power to fulfil; but 
being created mutable, and left to his own 
Choice, he wilfully tranſgreſſed the Divine 
Command by eating the forbidden Fruit, 
and thereby brought Guilt and Miſery, not 
only on himſelf, but on all his Poſterity, to 
whom his Sin is righteouſly imputed. By 
the Diſobedience of one Man ' many were made 

WIN A 


* 


„ 

FOO $6 hat * is n Sf er 
; oe. 0 Pm 1 Comes into Vo Vt bat 
is; born under Adam's e Co- 
venant of Works, whic 7 Wh Sünde 
nation without any Mixture of Mercy. © 
V. = N of our original Ape 
Heffom Gop, I believe we are not only 

F ow, Children 9 rath, but are born 
th 4 carnal Mi 13 71 16 Ei ainft 
ad: The Seeds and Pripciples of all S pf bent 
y rooted. in us, whereby all our Powers 
are debaſed and defiled in the Sight of Gop. 
From this Fountain of Sin within us all our 
actual Tranſgreſſions proceed, the Wages Ho 


every, one of which 7s Death, tem r 
eternal. * 


VI. 1 Ho ROVER, ban the e here Serip- 
tures. J learn, that when Gop might have 
executed the Sen FIR: of his righteous Law 
upon the whole hu 7 Race becauſe of Sin, 

he was pleaſed to chooſe in Cunzs r A certain 
and determinate Number out of the corrupt 
and ordain them to eternal Life; which 
Choice. I believe to be eternal, free; Tovereign 
and immutable, They were chofen m Chriſt 
before the Foundation of the World, that they . 

night Be boly and without blame before bim in 
Love z and, as mam as Were. or. ined. £0 eternal 
Lite ſhall believe. And as to the rel (ok Man- 
kind Gop leaves them to walk in their own. 
Way, 
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50 nmel to pufüſn them be. 
— 5 of their Sin. What , willing to 
fhew bis Wrath and make his Power Rgiem, en 
dured with much Long-ſuffering the Ve 2 F 
Wrath Neue to Doran l 


vn. 80 having from Etemy choſe = 
ſome of our apoſtate Race to eternal Life, 
I believe he did then enter into a new Cove- 
ant, commonly and juſtly ſtiled, e Cove- 
nant of Grace; in which Gov the Faritk 
Ugh the Elect to his eternal Son, whom he 
appointed and conſtituted their Head and 
Mediator; when Gop the Son engaged to 
become their Redeemer and Savior, and Gop 
the HoLy GnosT their Sanctifier, Comforter 
and Guide, even unto Death. This new and 
everlaſting Covenant has been made known 
to the Church at ſundry Times, and in va- 
rious Forms ; but though there have been 
divers Adminiſtrations, it has been but ne 
en Coveriant for. Subbed in all 
Ages. 


vm ebene to the Slant of 
this everlaſting Covenant I believe that the 
ſecond Perſon in the 'glorious Trinity, who 
thought it not Robbery to be equal with God, 
When the Fulneſs c. Time was come, did 
Yap the entire human Nattre j and that it 
eceſſary he ſfiotild be ſuch a complex 
In,” Geb MuN, in order to kus fully 
| Executing, 


* 
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. executing the Offices of a Prophet, of a Prieft 
and of a King, as the Redeemer of his Cure 


and People. 


IX. From the Scriptures I learn, that the 
Lord Ixsus CHRIsT, when in his State of 
Humiliation, not only declared the Father, 
enacted Laws, and ſet us an Example, but 
alſo was made under the Law, which he mag- 
nified and made honorable by his Obedience unto 
Death; I therefore believe, that he fulfilled 
all Righteouſneſs in the room and ſtead of 
thoſe whom the Father had given him; and 
by his one Sacrifice for 'Sin he made full Sa- 
tisfaction to the Juſtice of God, and procured 
Reconciliation for his People. 


X. Tris ſame Iss, after continuing 
under the Power of Death for a Time, I be- 
heve did riſe again, as a Public Perſon, by his 

own Power; did aſcend into Heaven, where 
he ſits at the right Hand of Gop the Father, 
and ever lives to make Interceſſion, as 4 
Prieſt on bis Throne, by Virtue of which In- 
terceſſion the Benefits of his Death are con- 
veyed and applied to all thoſe whom he re- 
deemed by his precious Blood. 


XI. I BELIEve then, that every Individual 
of them whom the Fa rRHRER choſe to Salva- 
tion, and the Sox purchaſed, ſhall, at the 
appointed Time, be ęfectualiy called by the 
TOTO | OLY 
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Hol. Se1R1T out of aState of Sin and Death 
into a State of Holineſs and Life; in which 

mighty Change Man is entirely paſſive, hav- 
ing no Power, nor Will of his own to do 
that which is ſpiritually good; but on the 
contrary, is full of Oppoſition'to the Call of 
Gop, till his Mind is favingly enlightened, 
and his Will renewed by inſuperable Grace. 


XII. IrARTHIR believe, that they who 
are effectually called are ſſtiſd; by which I 
mean, they are freed from a State of Guilt 
and Condemnation, and brought into a State 
of Acceptance with Gop; not for the Sake of 
any thing wrought in them, or performed by 
them, but entirely for the Sake of CurisT's 
moſt perfect Righteouſneſs, which is imputed 
to them, or placed to their Account, and 
received by Faith alone, which Faith is the 
Operation of God. Tic 


XIII. Moreoves, I believe, that they who 
are juſtified are not only adapted into Gop's Fa- 
mily, but are alſo ſanctiſied throughout in Spirit 
Soul and Body. The ſame Almighty Spikrr, 
who united them to CHRIS, and made them 
new Creatures, carries on his Work within 
them in @ gradual manner, enabling them in 
the uſe of appointed Means to die unto Sin, 
and to live unto Righteouſneſs. =» 


XIV. Cox- 


ba nie ls 21812 f 15 J be 
cee 08. 'this,. 1-belieys, 

cher a dere h the good Work of Grace is ep 
5 5 

better than 

Jnally from their e, 
a e e e Per. 
ile and holy Ends, e bull 


mitted,” for.w; 
to the Diſhonor of Gop, and their own 


r Foy a they fall they ſhall ariſe, 


by the. Tome: f God. through 

e erſever ance do 

Epd depends not on themſe Jes, but on 

2 Covenant; the Promiſe and the Oath of 

Cop, on the Efficacy of CuzisT's, Sacrifice 

and. Interceſſion, and on the e * | 
an (SPIRIT DAT. : 

XV, 1 BELIENE that a Chriſtian! Chur is 


y of profeſſed Believers, Who have 
i into a Se according 


* the, Inſtitution pf /CugisT, and the Rules 
of his Goſpel, a, a and a Deſi 18 to 
walk together in all his Ordinances and Com- 
mandments blameleſs, to Glory, and their 
mutugl.Edification... To ſuch a Church or 
Body, of Ohriſtians, the. Great Mediator, as 
their ;only; Head, has „ full Right 2 
Authority to make Qhoice, of their on Of- 
ficers, to receive Members into their, Com- 
munion, and to put away from among them 


_ * 2 1 # © | a thoſe 


03) 
thoſe whoſeWalk is ere their A 
tian Frofaſſan. NF 
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XVI Tas A Officers which Cunier 
has appointed and fixed in his Church are 
Pqilors, Teachers, and Deacon; the former 
ar to give themſelves to Prayer, the Miniſtry 

of the Word and the Adminiſtration of; the 
Sacraments; the other to take Care of the 
external Concerns of the Church, or to ſerve 
the Lord's Wadi, 1 $: arbor Table, and 


the Poor's Table. 8 Nen, 
XV II. Tur 1 po 4 0 10 


ordained in his Church are 1 | 


THY I and * Lond S SOLO 


We we” 
XVIII. BAPTIOM 1 Ft . to po 8 ini⸗ 
tiating Ordinance into the viſible Church; 


_ and as 1 was. a Sign and Seal of 


the Righteouſneſs of Faith, 75 the waſhing 


with Water, in the Name of the Father, and 


of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, does ſignify 
and ſeal our ingrafting into CHRIST, he Re- 
miſſion of our Sins; and the Sanctification of 


our Souls. And, as Gop has promiſed i in 
the everlaſting Covenant to be a Go to hug 


People, and to their Seed, I therefore. believe 
that this Ordinance of Baptiſm is to be ad- 
miniſtred, not only to thoſe Wh profes 
their Faith in CnRISsTr, but alſo to — 
ee, 


«a 


ky XIX. Tur 
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XIX. Tur Lord's 8 1 

crament of the New Teſtament, which was 
| AMT by Curler the” füme Night in 
whck” Ke # betfayen The f 
RE Bed" and eh \Potring forth of-the 
Wie, 1 Rok on to bs the Memorials of the 
meritörfos Safferings and ſatisfactory Death 
of ou” 4 Saviour: This Ordmance 
Vas (lighted for che fpiritaat Nourifhment 
Aid their: Growth in Grace, 
and to be a Bond of their Comniom with 


Onkisr, and with vor other.. | 
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E benen . da 40 Men 
| once 16 BE Body Sulu ic ibo Buirb us it 
e e e gave it. 
TH Sh wg brats tedtis, upon their Di(- 
Os are * with 
NE bn Ow ;* 48/611 Ge vontratry, the 
Seils of the Wicked at their Death ate turn- 


Ed nth Halt to revdive the I of their 
_—__ TT: 


XXII. I e ScHipitits elle Wares me; * 
Hick TRAIL be a Reſtarechitn if: the Dead, buth 
55 oj 74 pe Om. And that Gon 
ih Which be 101, 4 the 

Porto wt Serbe "Phat Man «blow be has 

| Ii FWEY thet the: Souls and 

Bodies 1 the Righteous, being brought i — 

a dtate 
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a State of Re- union in that glorious Day, 
— be * 3 and acquitted by 


char 10 . 2 


Se e, ye ble 
ther, inherit the Kind fer-gou fr = 


the Foundation of the World. And, on the other 
Hand, the Souls and Bodies of the Wicked, 

being re-united, ſhall be called before the 
impartial Txibunal of Mivme J uſtice to re- 
ceive that dreadful e Depart, ye caſes, 


his angel. Theſe — 454 — 2 
Prof, Lad Ng e unto Lale eternal, 
Tuxsx are the Articles ofhaxBaithayhich 


was once delivered unto the Saints; and, in 
FA Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and by the 
aun Ged, e 0 | 


elforrthe 
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MW Neght? not the Gift that in in 4 
_ which was given thee by Propheſy, 

with the laying on 7 the Hl ands of 

the e | 
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HESE wo Things: are e bee d diſ- 
tinct from one "another, and both of 
_ neceſſary in order to a Miniſter's Com- 
miſſion: They are what Paul, as a wiſe 
Maſter- builder, gives to his gon Timothy after 
the common Faith. Neglect not, do not for- 
get it, as a Qualification for the Work, but 
uſe it as a Means of Service: Thou art in- 
truſted with it, and thou muſt improve it; 
there is no doing without it. 5 
Neglect not the Gift that is in thee; it is freely 
given already on purpoſe for miniſterial Ser- 
_ Vice. This may refer to thoſe eminent Abi- 
lities by which Timothy 'was furniſhed = 
every good Work. We read, 1 Tim. i. — 


=D Antioch: certain Prophets and Teachers; as Bar- 


«brought 


\ 
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This Charge I commit | unto. thee, Son Timothy, 
_— ta. the 'Prophefies which vent before 1 

op had 1 _ _ in an extraor- 
An Wa ooſing him to a particu- 
lar I ts Service; there is no Man 
like-minded with him: But this was not to 
prevent the common Rule in order to it; it is 


to be with the Impofition of Hands, as diſtinct 


from the other. What was peculiar to Ti- 
mathy in Perſon is mentioned in the former 
Clauſe; but What is agreeable and u to 
other Miniſters, is laying on of the Hands of 

the Preſbytery. And thus we read,” Adds xm. 
1, 2, 3. There were in the Church that Was at 


nabas, and Simeon that "was called Niger, and 
Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, which bad bren 
up with Herod the Tetrarch,! and Saul: 
4s bey miniſtred to the Lord, and faſted, tbe 
Holy Ghoſt: fatd, Separate me Barnabas and Saul 
for ibe | Work: Ge to J. have. called. them: : 
And when they had faſted and prayed, and laid 
their Hands on them, 22 ſent them away. Now 
-theſe were the Preſbytery that laid on Hands 


upon theſe Apoſtles, * only by Propheſy, 
| "hav in the common Way. that others obtained 


the like Appointment. Now this Action, 
though it is no more than ia Ceremony, and 
of no Value in itſelſ, yet if it be by a Divine 

ment, who ſhall ſay unto Gop, What 
4 thou? But let anreden Heb. iii. ö. 


that Chrift, i is a Sen over big own. Hou, w 
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we. And hen the Meaning is but 
5 -whe e greater is the Diſobedience if we 
neple&t it. As Num the eee 
be euuſed, if he had net di ſeven times 
in Yowudar; nor be at che of Suan, had - 
he not waſhed with Water. | 
Wi are called to e * 

| fil lower, and more mconfiderable, and that 
is eating a ſmall Quantity of Bread, and 
drinking a litile Portion of Wine, to ſhow 


8 Death Does any body tliink 
ere is any thing in the exrernual nion? No, 
that · muſt not boalleveringthebonkeDody: 
, they*that uo not come to 


* ſaid t partakowof | 


0 e peter H Hands has 
been — many. Oecaſions, anti is of a 
utation both in the Old and New 
ment, it is ſtrange that hriſtians dan- 
not nnch ont ſome Meaning among them o 
—— Conduet by. Is it without 
\I *had- rather male it, than 
| 8000 lers it: Either the) meant nothing 
«at Ap by it, or they did '{ „ AJstit 
2 40 often in vain? But When the 
*bid Timot l lay Hanus 0 10 
"Man ; What, Did he mean nothing by it? 
he Word | faddenly might have been left out, 
Anck then it world be, lay Hunde vn n 
But it 18 5f che great Gen to inen- 
nh any thing abôut an ms. * 
"IF 
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would plead ahnt it relates only u 
- Conveyanteof'a iH, hut that; 
is impoſſiflez:No body would hiniler the 
_ Swifttieſs of a Cure, and thereſote that can 
never be the Meaning: And here muſt be 
A in it by the Conffuence of fo 
many Miniſters to give the rigù Han of Fel- 
„ MWhen we read, vi. 1, 2. of the 

* les ile Doctrine ꝙ Chrift, ur ure ra gu 
Per farin; not laying again the Fuumdatium 


from dead Works, and of Faith to- 
e ee and of Ft and 


lan — — of the Reſur ret tim f the 
n And when it 
is mentioned among io many n is no 
Tri. It has been commonly uſed among 
che Reformed Churches, quite through the 
Reformation in Ge- Ain one eine: 
bourhood in Scotland, and we are well aſſured 
in New alſo, which are ſettled in the 
ſame. Faith- and Order with ourſelves. I 
would never have ſubmitted to it had L not 
ftcdhought it had been commanded; and Ire- 
member Dr Owen expreily ſays, «That 
& _— Opportunity of this thing may be 
« had, it 18 A tranſgreſſing of tlie — 
1 Rule if it is neglected.” D 
ſeem to be contentious, and p uts on a | 
and is felf-willed, * ee > 
the Churches of Chrift, Oall now if tliere be 
ahy that will anſwer thee, and to which of 
the ma thou turn? We have already 


too 
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too Diviſions among us. I ſhould like 
to ſee 
Faith, but walking by the ſame Rule; that 
Things are decent, whatſoever Things 
art lovely, whatſoever Things © art pure, &c. f 


there be any Virtue, and i n a Praiſe, 

think on "theſe Ming. n neee — 
InAxx had the atmoſt Satisfaction in hav- 

ing my Ordination after the due Order, by lay- 


ing an abe Hands of tbe Preſbytery : That ſo 
many eminent Servants of CHRISYH in the 
Miniſtry were pleaſed to oumn me as a Fel- 


lo labourer with them in the Bonds of the 
We underſtand nothing by it of a 
Cnucyance f 4 Miniſierial Power. Haul and 


Barnabas were; already Miniſters: No, that 
Prrlatical, and r cally no better 


that the Miniſters of CHRIST give their Ap- 


probation, with a Deſire of a Hleſſing on 
thoſe that e peer, into the Fellowſhip, cf 
m——_ with Delight tt 
— 8 Hinten into the Office of Co- 


the Goſpel. 
.-Ann'1 do freely 


ip with myſelf, deſiring you not only 


ugh _ or perſonal, but ſocial Graces, that 
we may walk: together in Love, and build up 


que ant ber in the ; Congregation in our moſt 


bah Faith: Wherefore. we ſhall proceed to 
ſet him apart by the unanimous Conſent of 


the whole Church; - be having given un . 


Aup 


People df Gon united not only in 


© 
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Ax he was accordingly ſolemnly ſet apart 
by Prayer, and the Impoſition of the Hands 
of ſeveral Miniſters. N 


T H E 


S E RM ON. 
YT was with no inconſiderable Weight on 
my Spirit that I complied with the Deſire, 
expreſſed to me from the aged Paſtor and 
Brethren of the Church ſtatedly aſſembling 
in this Place, to engage in is Part of the 
ſolemn Work of this Day: But as Gop 
(whom I defire 0 (a) ſerve with my Spirit in 
the Goſpel of bis Son) thus called me to this 
important Service, mine Eyes have been u 
to Him in my Preparations for it, and in his 
Name and Strength I would now go forth 
to it. I ſhall uſe great Plarnneſs of Speech, as 
feeling not to pleaſe Men, but God. I would 
willingly ſay nothing to you for myſelf, or 
from myſelf, but ſpeak for the Logo, with 
2 View to his Glory in your Edification, 
my Chriſtian Friends, the Members of this 
Church, and the Edification of this numer- 


(a) Rom. i. 9. 


ous 


* 


2 FT 
ous ws Aﬀeimbly; and I would ſpeak from Him 


Do, A en to us in his Word, the Scriptures 


of Truth. —Let me then intreat ou, and all 
here preſent, ſeriouſly to attend to what (in 
moſt humble Dependence on Divine Aſſiſ- 
tance) I ſhall now lay before you from that 

Na Lena Part of-Scripture which you will 
in | - 


| 


1 Tia, III. 15. middle Clauſe. 
— The Church g the Jong _— 
| F | 


Pris: Words are Part of an excellent 
inſpired Epiſtle written by Paul, that 
eminent Lapoſtle, to Timothy, whom, in this 
and his Second Epiſtle to him, he calls 
Bis Son, his own Son, his dearly beloved Son; 
not that he was ſo in a natural Relation, or 


by meer natural Affection, but in a 1-2 


Relation, and by ſanctified Affection. The 
Apoſtle had either (6) in Chriſt Jeſus begotten 
him through the Goſpel, or at leaſt had been a 


nurſing Father to , had (c) nouriſhed him 


in the Words of Faith and good Doctrine. 
hey had been Fellow-travellers and Fellow- 
labourers in the Miniftry of the Goſpel. 
„ Apoſtle had been an Eye-witneſs to 
Timothy's Giſts, Graces, Diligence, Zeal and 


() 1 Cor. iv. 15. (e) 1 Tim. jv. 6. 
- | — | ] Faith- 
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Faithfulneſs in fulfilling. his Miniftry, and 
he beareth an honourable Teſtimony to him, 
that. as a Son with the Father le had ſerved with 
him in the Goſpel, Phil. ii. 1922. and Timothy 
had fully known the Apoſtle's Doctrine, man- 
ner of Eafe, Purpoſe, Faith, Long: ſifering. 
Charity, Patience, Perſecutions and Aflictions, 
aohich came unto him in ſeveral Places, 2 Tim. 
iii. 10, 11. No Wonder then there was ſuch 
entire and endeared Friendſhip between them. 
—Affections and Friendſhip: thus founded, 
founded upon and cemented by Union to 
_ CyrIsT, Union in the Faith, Hope and Ho- 
lineſs of the Goſpel, are moſt intimate, ſweet 
and laſting. Timotly was not an ordina 
Biſhop or Paſtor, but an Evangeliſt, an Aſ- 
ſiſtant to and under the Apoſtles in the 
planting and guiding Churches in the Faith 
and Order of the Goſpel. In order to the 

Diſcharge of the Duties of h Office he had 
been left by the Apoſtle at Epheſus. Paul 
had beſought him to abide for a while there, 
Chap. i. 3. and to him, while at Epheſus (as 
it ſeems probable) was this Epiſtle ſent, the 
general Deſign of which we have expreſſed 
in thisand the preceding Verſe. Theſe Things 
write I unto thee, hoping to come unto thee ſhortly; 
but, i, I tarry long, that thou maye/t know how 
thou oughteſt to behave thyſelf in the Houſe of God, 
that is, (as he immediately explains it) zhe 
Church K living God, the Pillar and Ground 
of Truth. = 


F 2 THE 


# * 


"INES 

Tur Limits of my Time will not permit 
me to enlarge on the Context, or even par- 
ticularly conſider the whole of this. Verſe. 
To this one Clauſe— The Church of the living 
God— deſire your preſent ſerious Attention. 
The Apoſtles and Primitive Miniſters of 
CHR1sT preached theGoſpel firſt to the Jews, 
and then (according toCruRr1sT's Commiſſion) 
to (d) every Creature of Mankind that would 
hear it. The Hand of the LoxpD was with 
them, and many in one Place and another 
believed. Thoſe (e) who were ordained to eternal 
Life truly credited the Goſpel Report and 
Record, received, truſted and gloried in that 
Saviour whom the Goſpel revealed. Theſe 
Perſons, and thoſe who profeſſed and ap- 
peared to be ſuch, by Divine Warrant and 
Appointment united in Societies, as their 
Situation gave them Opportunity. They 
gave () themſekves to the Lord, and under 
the Direction of the Apoſtles were united in 
ſacred Bonds to one another, for the Glory 
of Gop, and their mutual Support and En- 
couragement in the Profeſſion of the Goſpel- 
Truth, and a ſtated aſſembling together for 
Public Worſhip in all Goſpel Ordinances of 
him whoſe they were. A Society thus formed 
is called, a Church, the Church of God, or, in 
God, in ſuch a Place, as at Corinth, er 
&c. the Perſons who conſtituted ſuch a 


(4) Mark xvi. 15. | (f) 2 Cor. viii. 5. 
( Acts xiii. 48. 
| | Church, 
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Church, or of whom it conſiſted, are cha- 
racteriſed and deſcribed in the Epiſtles, as 
Saints, called to be Saints, ſanctiſied in Chriſt 
7 5 faithful Brethren, the like. As the 
ord of the Loxp ran and was glorified, 
many in a ſhort Compaſs of Time, very 
many ſuch Societies, were collected and 
united; Officers by Divine Appointment, 
Paſtors, Teachers and Deacons, /' Overſeers 
and Guides under Cnr1sT, for their ſpiri- 
tual and temporal Concerns, were choſen and 
ordained in and by each Church under the 
Direction of the Apoſtles, or Evangeliſts, Act 
xiv. 23. When they had ordained them Elders 
(by the Suffrage or Vote, the lifting up of 
the Hands of the Church, for ſo the original 
Word ſignifies) in every Church. In theſe 
Churches the Kingdom of CHRIST, as fuch, 
becomes and appears viſible ; the Members 
of theſe — 2 and thoſe who ſhould of 
Right belong to them, make up that Body 
or Church of CuRISr for which he gave him- 
ſelf. There were ſeveral ſuch Churches in 
Judea, Samaria, &c. which are called the 
Churches of Fudea, &c. nor do we once in the 
New Teſtament read, that theſe Congrega- 
tions collectively, or as repreſented by their Of- 
ficers, are ever called the Church of ſuch a 
Kingdom or Province, as the Church of Fudea, 
the Church of Galatia, or any other Country. 
Theſe ſacred Societies, Congregations or 
Churches, were in cloſe Union and Com- 
5 I munion 


* 


[8 
unmiom with each other, united in one com- 


mon Head Jusvs Cnnier, (C. i. 2. To the 


Church of God which.ivat Corinth .Abith all that 
is every Place: call on fie Nam of Yoſus Chrif 


n heck theivs and ours)! and allo in the = 


- ſame Faith, Order and Worſhip, and were 
unden the ſtrongeſt Ties to adviſe and aſſiſt 
ench other for ing their mutual Edi- 
fication and common Intereſt; but it is not 
ſo much as once intimated (as F conceive) 
that any one Church, however conſiderable 
it might be for Number of Members, ſpiri- 
tual Gifts and Graces, (and much leſs on any 
worldly: Account) had any Dominion and Au- 
#borvty over another Church. They appear 

to be all in this reſpect co-ordinate and 1nde- 
| This was the Caſe after the Reſur- 
rection and Aſcenſion of CHRIST. The 
Conſtitution of the Few:/b Church, as na- 
tional, was peculiar to that Diſpenſation of the 
Covenant they were under, and yet that 
Church was (g) Congregational, as well as 
National; their Public Worthip, as a Church, 
was confined to one Place, to which all the 
Males: were by Divine Command obliged to 
attend three Times a Year. But I ſhall not 


 Fatther enlarge here. Theſe Thoughts have 


been frequently hinted on ſuch Occaſions as 
this, and have been ſolidly illuſtrated and 
confirmed by our pious Writers in the Con- 
ttroverſy of Church - government, and parti- 
(ee) Desi. xi. 518. xy. xv. xvi i177. 


cularly 


[ 39.1 i 
cularly by that moſt eminent and excellent: 
Divine Dr Omen (H. It is of ſuch à Church 
as we hade been: briefly deſcribing, a New... 
Teſtament- Church, that the Apaſtle in the 
Words of my Text ſpeaks, the Church at 
 Epbeſus, (as 1 apprehend where Timothy was 

left) or any other Church to which Trmerhy 
might at any Time by Divine Providence be 
led, and be concerned with: Such a Church at 
any Time, in any Place, is the Church of the 
living God — the living God — (i) He whoſe 
Name is IxHO VAR, who hath Being and Life 
in and from himſelf, and is the Fountain of 
Being and Author of Life to every living 
Creature; He is the living God, as diſtin- 
guiſhed from all the Vanities of the Nations, 
their dumb Idols, their Gods many, and 
Lords many: The {ving God who is one, 
his Name, his Nature one. It is this Gop 
who hath made himſelf known by Revela- 
tion to the Children of Men; revealed him- 
ſelf in his Word the holy Scriptures, in his 
Covenant, and the Diſpenſation thereof; and 
how he is the true and living Gon there re- 
vealed, or what hath he made known of him- 
ſelf as diſtinguiſhed from all other Beings. 
What he is in himſelf, is and can be only 
fully known to himſelf; do can by ſearching 
find out, God ? who can find out the Almighty to 
Perfection? Job xi. 7. But his Word, which 
(hb) Dr Owen's Enquiry, &c: and True Nature of a 

Goſpel Church, (i) Pſal. Ixxxiii. 18, 
| : NE makes 
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makes known his Covenant, reveals him to 
be one Gop ſubſiſting and acting in three 
Divine, Eternal, Equal Perſons, FaTrzR, 
Som and HoLy Se1RIT;; or (4) Three that 
bear Record in Heaven, the Father, the Word, 
and Holy Ghoſt, which Three are One. This is 
the God who reveals himſelf in the Scrip- 
tures, who in and by them ſpeaks to Men, 
and whoſe, as the only true and living Gop, 
the Church is. The Church of the living God. 
This Sentence I would farther conſider: 
And, AMR f 


I. Enquirt how, or in what ReſpeFs, a 
Chriſtian Church is the Church of the living 
Gop, FarHER, Son and HoLy SpIRIT. 

II. PoinT out ſomewhat of the Duty of a 
Church, in this View of it. And, 

III. ConcLuDe with ſome Reflections by Way 


of Improvement. | 


I. ENqQuiIRE how, or in what Reſpefts, a 
Chriſtian Church is the Church of the living 
_ Gop, of this only true and living Gop, 

_ FATHER, Sox and HoLy SPIRIT. 

A CxuRcHn's being the Church of the 
living Gon, certainly intends that he hath 
ſome peculiar Propriety in them and Concern 
with them. JEHOVARH is the Creator, Pro- 
rietor and Governor of all Things. The 


Heavens, the Earth, the Sea, and all Things 
| (4): 1 John v. 7. 5 


in 


4 


” an 

them are) his: for; "©. them: Erbin 
alſo they are ſupported; regulated and diſ- 
poſed: To this the, Sexiptures bear frequent 
and moſt clear Teſtimony.  Betold (1) the 
HOP: and ibe Heaven Heavens is the Lord's 
Gad, the Earth alſo wth. all that is therein. 
The (m) Earth is ile Lords and the Funeſs 
thereof ; the (u) Sea is his, and he made it, and 
his Hands formed the ary Land. H (e doth 
according 70 bis Will in the Army, of, Heaven, 
and amung the... Inhabitants of the Earth : In a 
Word, of him'(p), and 7 through him, and to 
him are all Things. But his Propriety in, and 
Concern with. the C urch is of a peculiar 
Nature z it is on the Foot of and according 
to Counſels of manifold amazing Wiſdom 
and N rich and diſtinguiſhing Love 
and Grace, Purpoſes formed in and from 
himſelf, Counſels that were in God between 
the Divine Perſons before any. Creature ex- 
iſted, even from Eternity (% known unto God 
indeed are all his Works from 22 Beginning; for 
they are all according to an eternal Plan, 
be Cr ) <orketh all things after the Counſel of his 
own. Will ; \ hath fore-ordained whatſoever 
comes to dals; but the Church is ” N 
an ete Eracious © e r. 


* -.d 
=. 
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< 21 x. 14. Fg (#) Rom Xi, al 4 
(mn) Pſal, xxiv. 1. (7) Acts xv. ra. "1 


(u) Pal. xcv. 5. | 05 Epheſ i. 411. 
(e Dan. iv. ah l f 9 ; TIYV2 ff (7 
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Fer us attend to a fer, Perticuaren e 
| 4 me Gſerve (and it is a Thought that mu 
cried with us all along, Fo vs con- 
op or in what 'Refpetts a Church is 
a to be the Church of che living 
Rp] new A 8 or 3 10 Ir | 

50 urch Who ought 57:25 to be 
Bl 52 51 Belfever: MN FEbreftians; 
L. ah Pens the Churches to whom the 
89 Were directed are ſuppoſed td conſiſt, 
Eph Yr there migh be and no doubt were 
5 5 them, as Welk as in the Churches in 
the prefent Day, "I had a Name that they 
5 while in fact they were dead in Treſ- 
REY and Sins; and. yet the Apoſtle 775 
Things to and of thoſe Chutthes which 
were. true f and belonged to thoſe only who 
were ſuch as the whole Shure oughtto have 
been, and in a udg ment of Charity was con- 
nd as being, that is, a Church of real 


hriſtians; lit is jaſt the fame as to the 
articulars w ich I have collected from the 
criptures, and ſhall now lay befpre you. 5 
33 i the Church-of the' living Gov, as 
ng from ee 5775 m, and c 
by him; or ag con he 
eternal Love and Cho 2 of 
Tux Hung Gon 1 the aerial Goo, ad 
: the Cora by which the Church is h 155 8 
an Covenant, a Covenant mad 
_ with an ever caſting Head, and in him th 
Sinners of Mankind, A certain and determi- 
3 nate 


With him, as their ene This 


tal 


nate Number: A chem in Re complete 


Salvation and Fe He er EHOVAH. detery _ 
mined to be nal . and woe 
everlaſting... ( 5). | 
thoſe..and. ; oe 7 5 aaa v1 the 


reſt 


kind oa as ( Fes of Mercy 7 
pn his ſe prepared unts Glory. This 
was peeuliarly the Act of the eternal F ATBER, 
The Church Ant, i8/God;s as. choſen £5 Fa- 
thevii in Cbrif before the Foundation of. 1055 
Epheſi4; 4. The Som of Gon, a, from (u) 
— —— 46 et up was {w) the FaTuss's 
Fleck, in whom, as ſuch, 85 f I Fn, 
and as; viewed thus in kim his Soul 
in all thoſe Who were given to and $a 


was the Gommencement (if there is no Impro- 
priety in the Expreſſion) or the Foundation 
of that Relation which ſubſiſts, and ever 
ſhall ſubſiſt between the veg Gop and every 
true Chriſtian Church. are his, be- 
7 beloved of him Si oſen by him, 
| (x)-eeft according to the Are of 
E the Father, that is, his diſtinguiſhed 
Love and Kindneſs towards them, before 
the Foundation of the World, GG. 

(2.) Ir 36 the Cheb off * an Gon: * 
\ Pure baſe. © \\ 


( Jer. xi. * 2 | (10) Ifi, xli, t. 


t) Rom, ix. 23. () 1 Pet. i. a, 
(%) Prov. vül. 23. „ ; 


We. G2 - A Cunvuxcn 


J 
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IF 0 AK Cavzct 'of 5 confifts" of Men, ſin- 
Y — 557 75 ſuch by Nature and Practice: 
1 „ the Man (the en Klee) Diſobedience 
| 
23 2 or made 8 and are, as deſcend- 
3 ing from him (29, by Nature uncleun, and 
78 not only fo, but each one has perſonally and 
| «&bally' a) finned, and come ſhort of theGlory 
| Gan; as ſuch they were all under awful 
BY Obligations to the Juſtice of Gop, Which 
: Fuer required,” ant” muſt have its Rights : Y 
The Law, the eternal Rule of Right, de- 
nounced its moſt awful (0 Threatnings and 
Curies againſt every Soul of Man that dbes Evil: 
What then muff become of the Lok Ds 
Choice? How will his everlaſting Love take 
| "Place? Can Jenovan deny himfelf? Shall 
75 his Juſtice be injured, and Government diſ- 
Honoured; that his Purpoſe according to 
Election might ſtand? This could not be, and 
Gb in his evetlaſting Covenant made Pro- 
Viſion that it could not be; that the Church 
ſuqulck be his, and yet not the leaſt Stain 
be on his Nature, Law or Government; 
for the Church was to be bought and re- 
deemed; for this, its Head; the eternal 
So 770 in the Covenant, undertool and 
engaged, and he has performed it: He took 
on him the human Nature in the appointed 
Time, (ad) was made Fleſh, and by the per- 
( Rom v. 19. | (5 Gal. in. 10. 
| | (2) Job xiv. 4. Pſal. Ii. 5. (c) Pal. xl. 6-8. 
= -. oh Rom. i yi. 23. Rom, ii. 9.1 (4%) John i. 14, fegt 


dJ 


fect Holineſs" of his Nature and comple 
Obedience to the Law even unto Death he 
has wWonglit out, and (d) braught.in an ever- 
lasting Righteouſneſs : He (e) gave cee for the 
Church gu bis Lie a Ronſfom for mum; he 
thus bare the Penalty of the Lain their 
Room and Stead; ſo. Juſtice was, ſatisſied, 
and they redeemed, (H rulemed from thiCurſe 
of the Laus by bis being: made a Curſe 
redeemed, (g) not with: ble Things as Silver 
and Gold; but with"the precious Blood of Chriſt, as 
of @ Lamb -without Blemiſh and without Spurt. A 
Church then is the Church of the living 
Gop, ar bougbt with a Price; it is the Pur- 
chaſe of the. eternal Som united to human 
Nature. The Church (% at Epheſus (and it 
1s. equally, true of every Chriſtian Church) ĩs 
ſaid to be the Ch , God, N 
purchaſed with his own, Blood.” 
(30 dr i tbe Church of the "Rad 05 45 
called by divine eſfectuul Grace, ruin: fully par- 
Auned and accepted * a diuine Atonement, 
in a diuine Nag btevigſneſ i. 11.0 bot vr 
'A\CnvrcE is the Loxp's — quickened 
Far called by the Hoy SPIRIT. The Fa- 
_ THER'S Love, and the Redemption 2 
out by Cuxlsr are applied by the efficacious 
Power of the eternal Se1r1T.; He as the 
_ SPIRIT of the FATHER and the Son quickneth 


d ' 


(d) Dai! in. 244 +5; (00 1 Peta i. 18, 19. 
le) Eph. v. 2 Mark x 45, 0 ee 28, 

Lf) Gal. iii. 3. 
11097 | them 
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Ih 3 Im dead 
| 2 Beney/tar e Sewer: 8 
— into them; ere die. — | 
Nome the 'Qoſpeb-to"their — N 


| 9 moat pre be to ift) 222 5 


debe 
3 and 


bells the 62) Wort: of ruth, a8 —— 
meme os — plied: — | 
: the Goſpel 67) their Salvatiam, i avbich 
| cently ets cle they bees: in the 
Name of Chriſt, that ib, they receive and truſt 
— e e ae as a 
_ rut houing (+) flo 10 
Has Refuge En them, 2 they 
— find Safety ry f recerbe chat 
meer by doi; Truſt and De- 
Pencende wich Cnistr hath made; and 
aw Fernen hath "acoopted (un; de Righ- 


bk iii Hai. K Pat 
» {ro 1. 97 = f W. . Ls 
_ . M A4 1(r) Epheſ. i, 13. „ 


zck, xxxvii. 110. (s) 1 The. ii. 13. 
65 Ges xvic 14. | (t) Heb. vi. 18. 
) John ni. 6. — 4 Fg } | (1) Rom. v. ” "L ew 
(?) 2 Cor. v. © REM |; oh (w) Rom. tit 24; 22, 24. 
N _ teouſneſs 


pew ore in 
in blown their 


192 
1 7 
— — 


b the Law is 
555 
- is 

by Benth of Jie Chrift unto all and upon all them 
aps rock wo ad re — 

race 

_ Chriſty are (x) made accepted 
in the Belbued, in um they'- have «Re 
through bis Blood. eb the For 


grveneſs. of Sins, 
—_— 10 the Riches of Dive Grace. Thus 


the Church is the Chureh of the livng Gop 


as called by his Grace, brought nigh to him 


in Pardon, Reconciliation, Likeneſs _ 8 


Communion. N Mk Nt r 
(49 In ie the Churehs the ring Oo ai 
7s the Seuſ of bis peoutian 1 
Tux Hug Gon is the infinite Gon Sun 
Nature his Preſence can admit of noBounds 
the (y) Heaven it bes Thune, the Barth ii bis 
Footfioel 5 Do C a fill Heaven and Earth; 
Joith the Lord? And yet it is certain Ih 
is preſent in Zion e a le is not elfowhore; he 


dwells there as a Covenant - Gon; he mani- 


foſts himſelf as ſuch to his People more eſpe- 
cially in his Church: This was the Caſe of 
old. br (a) all. Places where F record my Name, 
1 with come” unto thee, and will blefs thee. Ace- 

cordingly, in Judab God was known; and. his 
Name was. great in Mahl in Salem was bis Ta- 


5 9 1 Epher i, 6, 7. (a) Jr. Fd. 24. 
" Lal. vi. 1. (a) Exod US XX. 24. 
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to them, that 
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tin z a particular 


drops as the.:Rain, 
n it: It is his (i Gar- 
den; he comes into it and takes his Walks 
in it, and with Pleaſure views and pruneth, 
fructifieth and guards the Trees, the Plants * 
af Righteouſneſs; which he hath planted? 
He calls the ſacred Spot his own, an Incloſure 
taken out of the Worſd, which in Oompariſon 
with it is but as an unfenced > uncultivated _ 
Cmmum, the wild Mountains of. Prey: It is 
( Palace where he reſides with the ſpiri- 
ritual. Majeſty, as Well as Grace of the Kine 
of Kings. $f . Wehr M7: if USL 
»(5)-17 is the Church of the living.GoD, as it 
3s tnder his peculiar and, gracious Government. 
= 5 al e é 4 e . . 


e fal xxl. 1 34% () 1 Cor iii. 9 — 
(e) Deut. iv. ao. xxxil. 9. (5) Cant. iv. 18. v. 1. 
een vines. 1 (4) Pal Au. 15. Fei. 3. 


ais, e., Fr 
\ * f 2 1 
l (IT? * y CR . x SAY, 
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* SAY, his gracious Government. There 


is no Creature but is under the Government 
of IEHOVAUH; (0) his Kingdom ruleth over all. 
The () vileſt and worſt of Men he mak- 
eth ſubſervient to his own Glory, in the Exe- 
cution of his Decrees, ſo that in this view 
they act for Gov, while their carnal Minds 
are Enmity againſt him: nay, Apoſtate An- 
gels, thoſe confirmed Enemies of the living 


Control (n); they believe that he is; 410w, in 
ſome awtul Meaſure, te Power of bis Anger; 


are ſenſible that they are under his Reftramt; - 
that they are (o) reſerved in Bore on Ne | 
4 


under Darkneſs to the | ent ' of the great 
Day. But . Gene en of "the Sub- 
jetts of bis Grace; they are (y) made willing 
to be under his Government: CRISTH as Me- 
diator is their King, and he is indeed the 


univerſal Governor; (/all Power is given unto. 


bim in Heaven and Earth, but as he ruleth gra- 
ciouſly in, ſo he ruleth every where for, the 
Church: he, (7) that is, the Father, gave him 


to be Head over all Things to the Church, that 


is, for its Benefit. A Church alſo hath in 
and under Cur1sT a Rule and Government 
within itſelf, for its own Regulation, Increaſe 
and Edification as an holy Society. 


FH); Phat. eiii. 9. ( Paal. c. 3. 
(m) Acts iv. 27, 28. (q) Matt. xxviii, 18. 
] James ii. 19. () Eph. i. 22. 

(0) Jude 6. 


* 


Gop, are the Subjects of his Reſtraint and 
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II. I /g wee ou ſomewhat of lle 
Duty of a rch, in this View of it, 
be Church of the living Gov. 


Tu E Relation of a Church to Gop, of the 
Members of it perſonally and particularly, 
and of the Church, as a Body, is a great 
Prwilege, and calls for ſuitable Returns of 
Duty. The LokD requireth and expecteth 
ſach Returns, and his People know they are 
under the moſt endearing Obligations to 
make them. I can only mention a Part of 
their Duty. 

(.) IT is the Duty of the Church of the liv- 
ing Gor flatedly to aſſemble together for his Wor- 
"REG 
Tur it is the Duty of rational Creatures 
to worſhip Gop, and give Glory to him, 1s 
moſt evident; their Relation to him and 
Dependence upon him call for it, and Hey ( 
are without excuſe who do not glorify him as 
Gor: But Sin ſeparated between Gop and 
Man : Sinful Creatures could never have 
worſhipped him aright, or indeed have had 
any Encouragement or Will to worſhip him 
at all, had he not revealed himſelf to them in 
"his New-Covenant of Love and Grace, and 
therein proclaimed his gloriouſly gracious 
Name. The Way is now open to come to 
Gop; in this Way ſhould the Church of the 


) Rom. i. 20, 21. 1 
living 


7 VI. 49. 
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ing Gop come; not only in the Cloſet, and 
Family, but publicly and ſocially, as a Church. 
Gop hath ſanctified a particular Portion of 
Time, the Sabbath. Day: the (f) Inſtitution 
of the Sabbath is a very graczous Inſtitution; 

it was particularly deſigned and appointed to 
(u) be a Day of holy Reſt ; the whole Time 
to be ſpent in the public and privateExerciſes 
of Gop's Worſhip, except ſo much as is to 
be taken up in the Works of Neceſſity and 
Mercy. It ſhould never be forgotten, that it 
was to be a Day of (w) holy Convocation, The 
Change of the Day and of the Forms of 
Worſhip, doth not take away or leſſen the 
Obligation of the Church to attend the Wor- 
ſhip zzſelff; no, the more clearly the Grace 
and Glory of the Covenant are revealed, 
and the plainer (more free from burden- 
ſome Ceremonies) the Ordinances of Wor- 
ſhip, the greater and more engaging 1s the 
Obligation thus to wait upon Gop, The 
Church of the living Gop ſhould fo remem- 
ber the Chriſtian Sabbath, the firſt-Day of 
the Week, as not to forſake (x) the aſſembling 
themſelves together on that Day; each Member 
filling up his Place, worſhipping Gop with 
and in that Church to which 8 belongs, un- 
leſs hindered by Sickneſs, Situation or ſome 
other peculiar Circumſtances ; and as the 
(w) Lev. xxii. 3. 

(x)Heb. x. 25. 


H 2 Duties 


| 14) Neh. ix. 14. Exod. 


(«) Iſa. Iviii. 13. 


> 


ad lit 


= ; : 
* 
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Duties of his Relations and Calling in Life 
will admit, making Conſcience of attendi 
Church-Meetings, and other occaſional Op- 
portunities; how much doth this tend to 
the Glory of Gop, the Edification of the 
Church; and the Comfort and Uſefulneſs of 
its Mimiſters? This hath been frequently taken 
Notice of on ſuch Occaſions as this; and 
is there not a Cauſe? Let any one who is not 
a Stranger in Vrael ſay, let each Church- 
Member lay his Hand on his Heart and 
aſk his own Conſcience. The primitive 
Chriſtians, and like them our pious Fathers, 
bed the Habitation of Gop's Houſe and 
the Place where his Honour dwelleth : And they 
ſuffered not a little becauſe they would not 
forſake the" aſſembling themſelves together. It 
would be well if thoſe Perſons would conſider 
this who plead as an Excuſe for their fre- 
Yue abſenting themſelves from public Wor- 
ſhip, hat they attend to Reading and Prayer at 
Home. What a Pity is it that in our Day of 
Liberty we ſhould be more indifferent to 


public Worſhip than the Saints have been, 


when expoſed to Perſecution for attending 
it! Where Perſons are indifferent to it, it 18 
. a'Sign that Matters go not well in the Cloſet 
and Family; for there is a ſweet connection 

between ſacred Duties, public and private. May 
you, my Cbriſtian Friends, the Members of this 
Church, be mindful of this your Duty, ' as a 


(9) Pal. xxxvi. 8, 


Church ; ; 


1 1 
Ghurch ; thus may you glorify Gop, edi 
one another, and encourage the Beate | 
ſtrengthen the Hands of your Paſtors.— But, 
whom are Chriſtians to worſhip? Him cer- 


. tainly whoſe as a Church they are, the living 


Gop; and He only is the Objet? of our Worſhip 


Cr); in his Name we were Baptized, and in his 


Name (a) (as 1/rael of old was) we are ſole 
bleſſed (b). The Acceſs we have to the Father, 
through Chriſt, by one Spirit, ſuppoſes they are 
one Gop, for CHRIS could not effectually 
intercede for us, or the HoLy SpIRIT in 
if they were not of the very ſame Nature 5 
Subſtance with ney e know we 
ought not to pay divine (c) Worſhip to 
Ra how —— ent or exalted b — 
be ſuppoſed to be who is not by Nature Gop; 
for this we are ſure of, that thoſe who did 
Service unto them which by Nature are no 
Gods, at that Time knew not the true Gap, 
Gal. iv. 8. 42105 
(2.) Tu Church of the living Gop ſhould 
contend for his revealed Truth, and ſeek to pro- 
ate t. 
X By his Truth I mean all the Truths re- 
vealed in his Word, eſpecially thoſe which 
are moſt peculiarly revealed there, and moſt 


brightly diſplay his Glory as the Gop of Sal- 


vation. Miniſters indeed are more eſpe- 


(z) Matt. xxviii. 19. | 2 Cor, xiii, 14, 
(a) Num. vi; 23. ad (b) Eph. ii. 18. 
finem compare with (e) Matt. iv. 10. 


| cially | 


* 


r! 
Gally d] fer for the Defence of the Goſpel; they 
are, they ought to be Leaders in this Part of 
the fpiritual Warfare. Cowardice and 
Treachery in the Cauſe of CuRISSTH are baſe 
in any, but eſpecially ſo in Thoſe who have 
the Overfight of the Churches. I cannot 
help here obſerving, that it is known to you, 
and well known to the Churches in general, 
that your aged and venerable Paſtor hath ob- 
. tained Grace boldly and faithfully to defend 
the Truths of Gop, and particularly that 
Foundation-Truth of our Chriſtian Hope and 
Comfort, that the holy, holy, holy LORD of 
Hoſts, the living Gop, is One Gop ſubfiſting in 
Three Perſons. But, not Miniſters only, but 
every Chriſtian Church, as a Church, and 
each Member in his Station is t (e) contend 
earneſtly for the Faith once delivered to the Saints. 
It was to the Church of the living Gop at 
Philippi, that the Apoſtle expreſſed his Con- 
cern (/ that they might ſtand faſt in one Spirit, 
with one Mind ſiriving together fer the Faith of 
the Goſpel. Lou, my Brethren, the Members 
af the Churches, are not called to hold forth 
the Word of Life in public Preaching of it, 
as Miniſters, but you are called boldly to 
profeſs and defend the Truth as private Chriflians. 
Seek then to be mighty in the Scriptures, and 
the Srixrr of Gop will help you to defend 
the ſcriptural Truth. Your Miniſters, as 
(4) Phil. i. 7. Phil, i. 27. 
(s) Jude 3. 5 3 | ＋ eg 4 


under 


: A 4] 

under Car1sT, are called to endeavour 
1 their public Miniſtrations to ſpread the Sas 
vour of the Knowledge of CurisT : This 
they do more ordinarily in the Churches 

(may the Lonp bleſs their Endeavours; ma 
the Word of the Lord have free Courſe and 4 
gloriſied ] but the Churches themſelves are (g) 

Candleflicks; they contain Light, which is to 

be exhibited not only by the public Miniſtra- 
tions of their Paſtors but alſo by their 
whole Worſhip, Diſcipline and Converſation, 
and by their private Family Inſtructions. My 
Brethren, you that are at the Head of Families, 
what Good may you be the Inſtruments of 
doing? Profeſſing Parents, ſeek to continue 
and propagate the Truth, by (5) bringing up 
your Children in the Nurture and Admonition 
the Lord. You have devoted them to the 
living Gop in Chriſtian Baptiſm, ſeek to bring 
them up for him (i): Maſters, give to your Ser- 
vants, in this reſpect, what 7s juſt and equal; 
take what Care you can of their ſpiritual 
Intereſt. Iwould take it for granted that the 
Scriptures are read, and Prayers pit up daily 
in many of your Families; let there be thus 
a (EA Church in the Houſe. Inſtruct your 
Children and Servants in the Truth. You 
. know you have an excellent Help for this 
Purpoſe, The Aſſembly's Catechiſm ; therein 
divine Truths are collected from the Scrip- 


{g) Rev. i. 20. | (i) Col. iv. 1. 


(+) Eph, vi. 4. (+) Philemon 2. 
tures 


- 
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tures and confirmed by them. For my 
Till thus' publicly 9% fo that I look Hay: 
as one of ot on . Mercies of my Life, 
T was 3 in that 2 of ſound 
Words. I love it; I read it; I ſtudy it ſtill; 
and find that while Iam inſtructing others 1 - 
it] am 1 a t myſelf. Inſtruct not Toad you 
Children, your Servants alſo. O let a 
ur Children or ee have reaſon to ſay 
y Father, my Maſter is a Profeſſor, a Dil 
ſenter, (perhaps) a Church-Member ; he at- 
tends on ſuch a Miniſter, but he takes no 
care of us; he never, or hardly ever, faith 
any thing to us about our Souls; we have no 
Prayer, no Reading in our Family, except 
now and then, perhaps only the Lord - Day 
Evening. My Brethren, if this may truly be 
faid of any Profeſſor, any Church-Member 
here preſent, let me ſeriouſly aſk you, Will 
this defend and propagate the Truth ? Did 
the primitive Chriſtians, think you, act fo? 
Did your Parents or Maſters act ſo? Did % 
Puritans and Diſſenters of the laſt Age thus 
neglect their Families? Not only the Chil- 
dren of the Family, but their Servants 
alſo have bleſſed Gop that they belong- - 
ed to them, or came into their Houſes and 
will bleſs Gop to Eternity for it. As Chrif- 
* tians you profeſs to be Abraham's Seed, but if 
- u neglect Family Religion, you are not 
ke the Father of the Faithful; this did not 
Abraham. 


9 D 
Abraham. I know him (ſaith Gon) (I) that be 
wo command bis 2 and 1 after 
m, and they ſhall the Way of. the Lord, 
&c. We . hope that the Truth will ſpread, 
and the Churches increaſe, if the Lord re- 
vive Family Religion, family Reading, family 
Prayer, family religious Inſtruction, and pi- 
ous ſpiritual Talk in the Family. O Loxp, 
ur down thy Spirit on the Families of thy 
People, and thy Churches will flouriſn!! 
(3) it is the Duty of the Church of the liv- 
WI” to keep diſtinc from, and live above the 
orld, © | 
Tux Church of Gop, while in the World, 
(m) is not of the World. The Members of 
Churches, as Men engaged in lawful Callings, 
are to converſe with the Men of the World, 
and are ſometimes called to converſe with 
thoſe in whoſe Company they can have no 
Delight; when this is neceſſary, they are not 
out of the Way of their Duty, for if th 
were, then muſt they (n) needs go out of . 
wie 3 but they are 21 1h agate! the 
World in any thin : They are to think, 
ſpeak e — ben fear n g Gop, who 
ve his Goſpel, and (p) walk always before 
him with an evident Diſtinction from thoſe 
who are ( ite Go, and without CurisT 
in the World; not by affecting Singularity in 


(1) Gen. ii. 19. (e) Rom. xii, 3. 
(m) John xv. 19. xvii. 16. (9) Gen. xvii. 1. 
(a) 1 Cor. v. 10. | (2) Eph. ii. 12. 


common 


* 


\ \ | 

. 
ane abt indifferent Things, thoſd that 
are 2 ſo, and in no reſpect of ill Re- 
ken a thearful Spirit, an caſy and 
* refs} a courteous” Temper 
8 theſe things, (where they can 
he attained) fret from' French deceitful Ceres 
mol, are amiable; they are not unbecoeming 
the Chriſtian, but an Ornament to him and 
kis' Profeſſion.  - But if any Diſſenter, any 
Church Mernber ſhould all immo Dreſſes, 
m Dances i in Balls and * s,. theatrical 
- indifferent Thin 85 and con n 108 the 
Word in ſuch ; * or ſuffer 
| can ib am them) t 
wüten to N 95 would be Matter o 
Famentation I believe he would have 
a very difficult Taſk who ſhould undertake 
to prove, on Scripture Principles, that ſueh 

eee e of their 
Vocation. 

A 8 the Members of Ginches ſhould be 
ma from the World; fo they ſhould {ve 
#t* (s) being rijen with 2 they ſhould 
ek the Things which are above, where Chrift 
2 ar the broke Hand of. Gad; ſetting. ther 
tons on Things above and not. an Thin gs aon 
Furth. Diligence in Buſineſs — — the 
Chriſtian, but eager Deſires after, and Purſuit 
of worldly Riches, Honours and Pleaſures, 
gre unworthy the Chriſtian Character, and 


5 2 Eph. iv. l. FLY: 4 1 (s) Col, iii. 172, 12 
Oey > 1 where 


TY 
1 chey are really predominatit, - iridort: 
ſiſtent with true Ran. t) Lie: not ;the 


World; F any Mar love the World; the Love 
of the” Father it mt in him. O how __ 
after the World are many who make a — 5 
Profeſnon of Religion l it might be of (gre 
Serviee to ſuch, carefully to read and — 
over Dr OWEN en the 5 and Duty of E 


Chur is to be diſtinct from the World ard 

Nie above it, particularly in an holy Care t 
Leeß the World as much as may be out of the Church; 
Imeag, Men who are eyidently / che Horld, 
Sr, who can and will give no Evidence but 
what they are ſo. All Tenderneſs in Cu) the 
*Meekneſs and Gemlmeſi of Chrift (u] (who, 2011! 


Abr break the brutſed Reed, nor quench the ſntohing 


Flax) is to be uſed towards the weakeſt who 
Htelfire to join the Church, and give Evidence 
to a e faithful and tender Charity, 
har they are born of Gop; but where Per- 
Tons expreſs no Conviction, or Knowledge 
of their loſt State as Sinners, or r 
ance with CurIsT as the Saviour; the Church 
mould diſtinguiſh between tbe Precious and the 
Vik, and endeavour in the Exerciſe of the 
Government and Diſcipline of CurisT's 
Houſe to keep itſelf pure. The Church, as 
4 Church, ſhould live above the World, doin g 


48 . 15. (w) Il. a. 5 
i) * Here x. 1. „ 
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vernment is on the Shoulder of Chrif z. as the 
mighty Gop in human Nature, he is capable 
to ſuſtain the Weight of it. Obedience to 


| Wh m. vi. 14. 11 Yu Fete ü. 9. 


15 
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nothing from a partial (y) Regard to * | 
Rich and Great among them, nor adi (z) with 


worldly carnal Policy, but doing all Things 


with Simplicity, Openneſs and godly 3 


ſhew that CHiſts (a Kingdom is not of t 


Forld:: Which leads me to add, 


(4) Taz Church, as the Church of the living 
Gop, is bound to ſubmit fo bis Government, and 


. , wobbly.” 


Wr have obſerved. that the e the 
Seat of his gracious Government; this Go+ 


him in all Things, every Chriſtian, and every 
Chriſtian-Church owes. Though they are 4 


under (6) tbe Lau, as a Covenant, yet they ar 

not (c) without Law to God, but under * 
o Cbriſt, and therefore under the powerful 
Influence of New-Covenant-Promiſes: The 
will (a) through the Spirit mortify the A. — 
"of the, Bach, 1255 (e) cleanſe themſelves from 


all Filthineſs of the Fleſh and Spirit, perfett- 
ing Holineſs in the Fear of God; (/ as a cho- 


= Generation, a royal Prieſthood, an holy Na- 


a peculiar People, they will be concerned 


to * forth the Praiſes ef him who hath called 
them out of is 2 his marvellous Light. 


(0) James il. I, 4 [. (e) 1 Cor. ix. 21. 
(z) 2 Cor. i. 12. (4) Rom. viii. 13. 
(a) FRE XViii. 36, (e) 2 Cor. vii. 1. 


But 


— 
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But I would. particularly obſerve, that the 


Church of the living Gop is bound to ac- 
knowledge no Authority but CHRIS T's in 


cipline. He, and he only, is the Church's 


Head : The Father hath ſet him, the Mediator, 
2 King in his holy Hill of Zion. To this, as 


roteſtant Diſſenters, we deſire to bear a con- 


ſtant practical Teſtimony. Do any aſk, Why 
we are Proteſtants in Oppoſition to the deteſta- 
ble Principles, Spirit, Practices and tyran- 
nical Uſurpations of the Popiſh Synagogue? / 
We anſwer, Becauſe we believe the Scriptures 
to be not meerly a ſufficient, but the only Rule of 
Faith and Practice, and would act upon that Be- 
lief. Do any enquire farther, Why we are 
Proteſtant Dsfſenters? Why we do not fall 
in with, and join the eſtabliſhed and more 
general Worſhip of our Country ? Our An- 

ſwer in ſhort. is, Becauſe we can acknowledge 
Chriſt (b) only to be Lord in bis own Houſe. We 
can (1) call no Man, as to the Church, and in 
the Matters of our Religion, Maſter on Earth; 
One is our Maſter, even Chriſt, We believe 
that he hath in his Word ordered all Things 
well; we are not only for receiving our 

Faith from Scripture, but alſo for orderin 
our Church-Conſtitution, Worſhip and Dil- 
cipline, as near as we can ( to Scripture 
Rule and Pattern. Our pious Predeceſlors, 
(e) Paal. ii. 6. | 0 Matt. xxiii. '8—10. 

(+) Heb. iii. 6, (4) Deut. xii, 32. 
11: PTY 100 Gn 
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Matters of Faith, Order, Worſhip and Diſ- 
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| sf us may ſay Fulberi, and we den 
it duf H6nour to ſay ſo) the Puritonmt and Nor 
conformiſts, E aganift human Hhiventions 
otihip of Gov : "They 
believed, and therefore ſaid, That Gor 
bath Phrber to deryre Rites and Certmth i 


E 4 e l e 


to ac Ter hea LA Fl 6 n u therr's 


omfort in 15 amidft all 
G2 ets for it in Life; and it Death, 


| 5 855 on It with Pteafure) but becauſe it 


5 prural and —— Teſtimony, * "We indeed 


2 iel je Ws gr ON den Piety 
ty, tide to their Principles, and 
{offered not a little for their Integrity: 
mory then is, and will be pleſſed. 
We allo 85 tbeir Writings ; they were, ſe- 
Veral of them, Men of 6-48 ſpiritual Gifts 
ant eminent Learning, and upon repeated 
perufal of their Writings, we know that 
they (1) bid no. other Foundation then that 15 
kad" (by Gov Hhithfelf) even Feſtos Chrif, - 
they built well on that Foundation. 
Cite to the civil Magiſtrate in cb Fe 
and Reverence him when he is (as he ought 


g be) n) a Miniſter of God a for gd bot i in 


Pos” the Matters of F our Gop, in 
have ud King but Jssvs, and I hope we ſhall 


A Cor. iii, 11, 12. | (m) Rom. Xili. + 


y were 


1. 
Rill (through Grace) ſay, Fe will have no Kong, 
but. Je898. (It is well known, that none arn 
mote firmly attached to the Perſon, Namily 
and Government of our rightful Sovereign 
King GeoRcr, than the Proteſtant Diſſen- 
ters: With layal Hearts we daily prayyfor him 
and his Royal Houſe: We bleſs Gop for him 
and his Government, for under it we enjoy 
- greatQuietnels, and know by long Experience 
that our King 1s the Father of bis People, ie 
Guardian (under Gop] of our civil and reli- 
g9us Läberties. Are we Proteſtant Diſſen 
ters We are ſo (and I with it was more 
conſtantly remembered) not upon the Ac. 
count of Doctrine, but Church-Confitution 
8 The Doctrinal Articles of the 
Church of England, we approve of, as agree» 
able to Soripture: We, who are your Miniſ- 
ters, have teſtified this by ar "Subferrptron: to 
them ; we did it bone/Hy; according to the true 
genuine Intent and Meaning of ſuch Subſetip- 
tion, and ſhould moſt heartily have rejoiced, 
if they had never been oppoſed, by any wha 
have ſubſeribed them, either in the Pulpit, or 
from the Preſs. It gives us very great Plea - 
fure when we hear that the genuine Doc- 
trine of the Church of England is preached 
by the Miniſters in it; we (n) love them 
(as Brethren) in the Truth, and wiſh them 
good Speed in the Name of the Lox ; while 
we yet do, and we hope ſhall follmp or Com- 
(e) 2 John i. N | 


5 ſcrences, 


ES [4] 
ſcgences enlightened (we truſt) by the SerzrT 
from the Word of 'Gop, ey and faſt 
| Site Libr with wheh Fs Crit hath mae 


. Te IMPROVEMENT. | 


(1) How glorious is IxHOVAA as the Proprie- 
tor of, and graciouſly concerned in and with the 
Church? d is 

His Name, his Nature is in all Reſpects 
wonderful. The living Go is exalted in his 
own Excellency ; and (y) all his Works do 
Praiſe him, but (g) his Name is peculiarly 
great and glorious in Iſrael. ' The Ghry (r) 
Me the on OO CO ſhineth 
bright in the Church, and is ſeen by the 

Church. All the Perfections of Gop, are 
harmomouſly diſplayed in his Covenant; 
in his CarsT; (5) the Angels look into theſe 
Things ; to them, (t) to the Principalities and 
| Powers in be Places is known by the Church 

ald Wiſdom of God; to bim therefore 
(u) be * in the Church by Chrift Jeſus World 
without end. Amen. | 
(2) How honourable, how beautiful is a Chriſe 


min Church of the hving God! 

| (e) Gal. v. i. 0) 1 Pet. i. 12. 

(p) Pfal. cxlv. 10. (t) Eph. iii. 10. 

40 Plal. Ixxvi- 1. | («) Eph. iii. 21. 
N 


: | T 
in E 
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(7) Cor. iv. 6. 
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"Tas Taberhacle and the Temple of old 
were honourable: and beautiful externally, 
The Temple an Mount Zion was a moſt 
magnificent Structure, remarkable for its 
Glory and Beauty within and without; but 
its chief Honour and Glory conſiſted in its 
being the Houſe of God, the Place where be re- 
corded his Name, and met with his People. 
They beheld his Power and Glory there: And 
the Church of the living Gop is honourable 
and beautiful now on the ſame Account. 
The Church is the Loxp's, his living Temple, 
and he is preſent in it. I hope there are 
thoſe of us, who know this, and eſteem our 
Relation and Standing in the Church of the 
living: Gov; however delpiſed by the World, 
as our Honour and Happineſs; His People 
that we are united with, and the Ordinances 
of his Worſhip are precious to us. What a 
Pity is it that any who are vitally nited to the 
LoRD ſhould 12 4 fully joined to the Church? 
But how vain will a meer external Relation 
to the Church of Gop be found, when the 
living Gop himſelf was never truly known; 
Thoſe who are (w) of Iſrael, while 2 are nat 
Mael, are not acknowledged by 1/rael's King; 
now they taſte not of the (*) Goodneſs. of 
his Houſe, his holy Temple here, and will 
be openly rejected by CuhRISTH the King, in 
the Day of his glorious Appearance. 
(w). Rom. ix. 6, | (x) Pal. Ixv. 4. 
| ee . How 
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Ge the Peace of hit Churches ! 


+ 2 4 0. 225 Peace of Feruſalem; that | 


es, all the Churches may appear 


23 and more to he the Loxp 's, and his 


Soar: be; ſeen and known in them, and 
- big Bleſſing be on his Word and Ordi- 


"Dances; The. Churches in our Land have 

(=) Reft; may they be ediſed, and walking in the 
= : the FG and the Comforts of the Holy 
_ Ghoſt, I multiplied. We ſhould pray for the 


Hax Symur, and every Believer ſhould ( 
walk in him continually. May we be ſenſi- 


Church in order to ſpiritual Comfort and 


_ Proſperity! We live in Golpel Times, un- 


der the laſt, and the beſt Diſpenſation of the 
Covenant, but alas! it is moſt evident, that 
Believers in particular, and that Churches in 
al have (%) left their firſt Love. May the 
5 5 make all ſenſible of their Backſlidings 
and heal them | Z is @ (c, Day of ſmall Things 
and. yet the Lok doth not 405 eſe it. He can 
(ad) oo his Work, and we hope he will, 
We have many great and precious Promiſes 


for Faith to embrace and be encouraged by, 


in praying for the HoLy SpIRIr, that glo- 
tious Healer and Reſtorer. Let all the 
Churches then pray for each ofher, that ihe 


J Pal. gxxii 6. Y Rev. Ii. 4. 
(A Acts ix 31. „ (<) Zech, iv. 10. 
5 Gal. v. 16. . 


(A) Hab. ii. a. 


br coy ſoul ll r 


bie of the Neceſſity of his Preſence in the 
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' Lox by his Sy Ir may dell in them and 
'F walk among them. Goſpel Churches, 
<« (ſaith a late eminent (e) Miniſter, well 
*« known to many of you) ſhould watch 
 <« unto Prayer, not barely for themſelves, 
« but for all Ser Churches. That is, they 
_ «ſhould pray for) a New- Teſtament Effu- 1 
ee ſion of the ever. bleſſed Spirit: For as he = 
> 1g poured forth, 5 Churches thrive ; and | | 
« as he is withheld, they decay. It is to 2 
<« the full as impoſſible, by any Ways or 
Means, to prevent the Growth of 
_ <« 'Hairs in Goſpel-Churches without the 
„ Spirit, as it is by artificial Lights and 
Tires to prevent the Return either of the 
Night, or of the Winter, without the Sun.” 
Be much in Prayer for the Paſtors and Mi- 
niſters of the Churches. Church-Proſpe- 
rity is not a little connected with the LorD's 
Preſence with them in private, as well as in 
public. Our Requeſt (who are Miniſters) to 
you is (e) Brethren pray for us; it is a Requeſt 
we make with Seriouſneſs and Earneſtneſs : 
We hope we can ſincerely adopt the Lan- 
_ guage of the Apoſtle Paul, Now ( we be- 
ſeech you Brethren for the Lord Jeſus Chriſt's Sake, 
and for the Love of the Spirit, that ye firive to- 
ogg with us in your Prayers to God for us. 
Do not deny our Requeſt, we pray with and 


for you. 
(e) Bragge on Church (e) 1 Theſſ. v. 25. 


Diſcipline, Page 127. Rom. xv. 30. 
AIR . K 2 os 
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A rrw Words particularly to the Members 


the Church ftatedly aſſembling in this Place, 
and I have done. My Chriſtian Friends, your 
aged and venerable Paſtor hath long gone in 
and out before you; be has fed you (g ac- 
cording to the Integrity of his Heart (with found 
Doctrine, the (hb) Doctrine which is according 
to Gadlineſ) and guided you with the Skilfulneſs 
F his Hands. Gop yet ſpares him to you: 
You ſtill ſee his Face, and hear his Voice; 
daily pray for him, that Gon (i) who hath 
taught him from his Youth, fo that hitherto be 
bath declared his wondrous Works, may not for- 
Jake him, but greatly ſupport, comfort, and 
bleſs him in his own Soul, and bleſs his Mi- 
niſtrations, now be is old and grey- headed; and 


that when (k) bis Fleſh and Heart faileth, the 


hving Gop may be the Strength of his Heart, 
and his Portion for ever. And you now ſee 
our dear Brother, your younger Paſtor. His 
Miniſtrations in Time paſt you have occa- 
fonally enjoyed, but now they are, they will 
be flatedly yours. I am perſuaded you do, 
and will pray that the Loxp the SpixIr may 

eatly own them to you, and to many who 
Mall attend with you. You have been faith- 
fully inſtructed in the Goſpel of the Grace of 
Gop. by your aged Paſtor, as alſo by our 

Brother * who hath been with him labouring 


(g) Pfal. Ixxviii. 72. (i) Pal. Ixxi. 45. 
(6) x. Tim, vi. 3 . (4 Pfal. Ixxiii. 26. 
J he Reverend Mr Pitts. | 3 
in 


( 


ty * 
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in the Word and Doctrine among you; and 
you have reaſon to believe (bleſs Gop for it) 
that our Brother, who hath been now ſepa- 
rated to the Co-paſtorſhip with your aged 
Paſtor, will (through (1) the Supply of the Spirit 
of Jeſus Chriſt) adhere to that good Confeſ- 
ſion he hath now made, and preach not (m 
another Goſpel, but that which you have learn- 
ed and been aſſured of the Truth of. May 
he come to you and be long continued amon 
you, in (n) the Fulneſs of the Bleſſmg 4 the Gol. 
fel of Chrifi! And now I leave with you the 
apoſtolical Exhortations, which you may 
find, Col. ii. 6, 7. 1 The v. 12, 13. and let 
me entreat you to read them often. As ye 
have therefore received Jeſus Chriſt the Lord, fo 
walk in him, rooted and built up in him, and 
fabliſhed in the Faith as ye have been taught, 
abounding therein with Thankſgiving, We be- 
ſeech you, Brethren, to know them which labour 
among you, and are over you in the Lord, and 
admoniſh you ; and ęſteem them very highly in 
Love for their Works ſake, and be at Peace 
among yourſekves. Amen. 


(J) Phil. i. 19. (2) Rom. xv. 29, 
(m) Gal. i. 6. 
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ITH great Seriouſneſs and Satisfac- 
VV tion, Brotber, we have attended to 
the ſolemn Tranſactions of this Day. We 
have heard tbe Openings of Providence in bring- 
ing you amongſt this People, and in uniting 
joined with our aged and venerable: Father, 
in the Overſight of this Church of the living 
Gop. This weighty Charge you have now 
undertaken, and have been witneſſing a good 
Confeſſian; and have thereby evidenced your 
Knowledge in (a) the Myſtery , CurisT; 
have evidenced that you know the Goſpel, 
and love it; that you believe its ſacred Con- 
tents, both in their Truth and Importance. 
May the (b) Lord God of Abraham, Iſaac. and 
of Iſrael. our Fathers, keep theſe Things for ever 
in the Imagination of the Thoughts of your Heart ! 
Tux Office before you is what the hol 
Oracles every where repreſent in the m 


weighty and momentous Points of View. It 


is a Charge, a Truſt, a Stewardſhip, a Commiſ- 
(e Eph. ii. 4. | (5) 1 Chron. xxix. 18. 


bo AF 1 
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toſpeak and act for Gov, and from lim; 


Embaſſy, an holy Warfare, which re- 


2 


quire great Skill, Reſolution and Faithful- 


neſs in their due Diſcharge. So great, that 
who indeed is ſufficient for the. Things [ 
But He, who gives us the Commiſſion,hath 
alſo given] us: the Aſſurante, that E- 9 
(c) is ſufficient for us. That (d) as our Days, 
/ ſhall our Strength be : And (e) that he is with 
us always even tothe End of "the World. 
having ſuch Promiſes, wefaint not: 
ILADNMIRE the Expreſſiveneſs of thebripinial 
Langage in Ned ite 
F the” Son of Aaron id Priebe, K's uE 
anointed; hon he cbnſet vate, (literà 
know itis)whoſe Han d Ir, filled, to''minifler 
in the Prie/f's Office. Theſe whom Gor calls 
and conſecratès to his Service in the Goſpel of 
his Son, have their Hangs full of Buſineſs, and 
had need be induſtrious in their Lord and 
Maſter's Work : There is no rem to be 
ſlothfa}, che Buſmeſs is too extenſive; no 
room to be light and triffing, it is too 
ſolemn and urgent: The Glory of the great 
JrnovAn, the Salvation of immortal Souls, 
__ Proſperity of the Church, and the giv- 
nz up our Account at laſt with Joy, are all 
. of ſuch a Nature, as tend to 
make the wiſe and faithful Servant beſtir 
himſelf! in the e 1a And need chere 


13 00 Mart. vii. 29, Hg 


(e) 2 "Cor. xii. 9. 
1%) Deut. ili. 25. : 
N 18 
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bs * NE often ſtir p gurſelves, and one 
ereunto. — Something of this Na- 


7 rk, is Tere EX eCted upon theſe: Occa- 


2 


4 Day's Se br. "Give me dende therefore 
10 addr ls You, Si, in the Words of * 
LY 5 me wif 1. - 


2 Pr 4 4 " 
* F : 
* 
Nig - * 842 


oy ebene, Will mY 


The Front that-hath., a Dream, 2 "A 
tell a Dream; ; and he that hath 
my Word, tet Brine opt ak my Word 
— faithfully: . hat is the © ily 


2 the 120 heat ? aich the Lor 4 


FORDS of an barten FER and 
commanding ſound! Fon contain 
both a Reprimand and a Charge : A ſharp 
And aul Reprimand to the fa Prophets; 
and a majeſtic ſtriking Charge to the true. 
The Times wherein this holy and faithful 
Prophet lived, were too much like our own; 
a Day wherein the Church was OVEr-run 
with falſe Teachers; with meer Pretenders 
to the ſacred Embaſſy of Heaven. As the 
_ Gopof Truth was pleaſed often to reveal his 
Will to his Servants by Dreams and Viſions 
of the Night, ſo the Father of Lies ſet his 
| 9 on 3 alſo. Theſe _ 
5 en 


| [ ris ] | 
; 200 D Tewel 10 74 I, 4 | D 
Meniof arme Minds who darifigly Son- 
- fronted the lively Oracles ul W "with 
f Fallh d. Viſions"'of 


their Dreams 0 


their on Hearts; de Meats, Gop's 

awful Meffages to the e People | from the Libs 
of his own Servants, were. diſcredited and 
lightly eſteemed. Sad Times, hen the 


Friends of Truth are out- numbered by 


the 


Teachef$' bf Error andi Go D People are 


* 


© telling, every 


bour a9 


hich ; ER 


s ed the, on \ 


ler Nm fell a Dian” & Ty 
: « confitlerit, «nd 


ed to forget his Name, by the Dreams 
** to Bis 


4 on, - the Product of his own 1 and Ima- 


— 
4 


as the Truth 


op, 


ginatiom, and mot pal 7 8 it 3 2 
215 .of 
et ſuch falſe Dreamers, ſuch * Ima- 


ther, 


eginers oath it is at their Peril that they 


es. y Lies in the Name of the Lo 
1 — orgs oF am\again}/! uf! them that. prop, 
Deeunu, faith abe Lord, 4: tell tt 
cui my People ie err by, 7 Kin 

| ©7 Diehineſs Hin Auw 13 


7 
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Per 


ul: Joch is the Commination. 454 f er ri- 
Anand in the Words. But on the other 


and, here is a Char ge given to _ his. 9 
!ſStrvants. * Hie that bath my Ward, tet 


2 


"eat ug Word gail fh. Hesel „ Gow s 


N 0 Jer. xxiii. 27. 4 1 (s) Yes. 25—32. 


Word 
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Hd Is ſed to 15 's Dreams; his Truths, 
bit Ne bis Wort and Review ne 
er e ht and ae eee nean 
The Term r dene toe gnißßes not meer- 
ly a Ford that is ſpoken, but alſo any Work. 
3 Buſineſs "that is 18 performed; and ſo, may 
vith Proptiety be extended to the whole of 
iat Work or Office; Which Gop! calls any 
of his Servants unto, in his Church: What- 
ever others do, and whatever Oppoſition his 
Servants mett' "with, they are to mind their 
Buſineſs cloſely, to di harge their Truſt 
faithfully, an "to ſerve their Lord and Maſ- 
ter ſincerely; for what is the Chaff to the Wheat, 
Saith theLord? —Thisbeing the obvious Mean- 
ing and Spirit ot the Text, I proceed to ap- 
ply it alittle to the preſent Occaſion. I can- 
not indeed but adopt Elb Remark, I ſaid, 
ays ſhould" peut and the multitude \ of Years 

ſhould teach Wifdem (B). However, Sir, as 
8 ur Standing or Proficiency in the mi il 
Haracter greatly e me for being 
ur Infirufor; ſo they render it unneceſſary 
R much of this kind ſnould be attempted: 
I therefore only intreat your Patience, while, 
as a Remembrancer to myſelf and you, I briefly 
enumerate * * OY material Branches of 
that weight) 126955 you are now call- 
| called 5 of 8855 the Sake of ſuggeſt- 
in ing a few Remarks which have appeared 
to ne of 8 VE! in Arnet PRO. Dul- 


F . Job x *. 
OI > ; 2 57 vt vm chargs 
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ficulties which attend it. 1 
I x this intended Enumeration, the firſt 
Thing which ſtrikes our Attention is, The 
Bufineſs ꝙ public Teaching. A leading Branch 
of the paſlaral Office, conſiſts in preaching the 
Goſpel; preach (1) the Mord. He that hath my 
Word, let him ſpeak, &c.. Paſtors are pub- 
lic Teachers; Teachers qualified and ſent of 
Gop; they bear CaxisT's Commiſſion, and 
have the Promiſe of his Preſence and Bleſ- 
ſing, Lo, I am with. you always, SC. The 
Ends deſigned by this divine Inſtitution of a 
Goſpel Miniſtry, are exceeding intereſting 
and momentous. It is a ſpeaking unto Men 
Words whereby they muſt. be froed and whereby 
the Saints are nouriſhed up. unto eternal 
Life. For after that in the Wiſdom of God the 
Werld by Wiſdom knew not God, it plealed God 
by the Fookſhneſs of Preaching to fave them that 
_ *behieve (1). —A Buſineſs therefore which re- 
quires the greateſt Wiſdom, Induſtry and 
_" Addreſs ; to fail here, is to be capitally de- 
ficient. It is to be wanting in an Article which 
is moſt eſſential to a Perſon's Acceptation and 
Uſefulneſs in the paſtoral Office: Wherefore, 
Brother, continue to uſe great Pains and A 
- plication herein. And in its faithful Diſ- 
charge, three Things preſent themſelves as 
(% 2 Tim. . . | | (i)1 Cor. i. 21, 


arge of this moſt important Truſt; upon 
which I would willingly add a few brief Hints 
for your Encouragement, amidſt all the Dif- 


79 
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diſtinct Objects of the Preacher's Attention, 
viz. —Dodrinal Inſtruction.—A Defence of . 

the Truth againſt Oppoſition.— And then, 

'a cloſe and ſkilful Application of theſe 

Truths to the Minds and Conſciences of his 
Hearers. g * 17 


Firſi, TuzRs muſt be an holding. forth. 
dofrinally the bleſſed Truths of the Goſpel. ' And 
here we have the whole of Gop's revealed 
Will for our Directory and Guide; this 
contains all our Inſtructions (and it becomes 
Ambaſſadors to keep entirely to the inſtruc- 
tions of their Prince.) Nothing is to be 
urged on our People as to Faith, Worſhip, 
or Walk, but what is contained expreſly, or 
by juft Conſequence, in the ſacred Oracles. It 
1s fd to incur the divine Cenſure of teaching 
for Dottrines the Commandments of Men (k). 
On the other Hand, the whole of Govp's 
Word is to be faithfully diſpenſed ; ue are 
not to ſhun declaring the whole Counſel of God (1). 
To ſuppreſs and keep back any Part of the 
revealed Will of Gop, is to act the Part of an 
unfaithful Steward of theſe divine Myſteries. 
I do not know any greater Affront can be 

ut upon the Wiſdom of Gov, than for 
Men to take upon them to judge, that this, 
and the other Doctrine, is too deep, or too 
- myſterious, or on ſome Account or other 
- unfit to be brought into the Pulpit; for this 
(%) Matt. xv. 9. | (1 As xx, 7. 
#2...” 10 


venly. Father -hath, 
ENT ang, Support. 


8 


chat kerb my Word, 
en my Ward faithfuly, &c. 
Ain dot urge you, de Sir, 10 a dili- 
Sun Study of the Scriptures, or to a making 
use of your Knowledge of the Original Lan- 
3"thele. are highly proper tg be at- 
to, not out of anity and Oſtenta- 
Wen, but for the Sake of learning with Ex- 
Ames the Mind of- the Spixir in the Texts 
* handle.—Leſs need is there to direct your 
Nurſuit af a-clgar and comprehenſive Idea of 
they whole Syſtem'of hy Truths; or to 
remind-yau, there is ſuch g Thing as the 
uh of Farth {e) ;' that there:is/2 beauti- 
fal-Goriethion, Harmony and Dependence 
ee 
the e Preacher clearly to 
80 likewiſe as to the Manner of Inſtruction; 
ane Call is there 40 guard you againſt the 
e Pep 'of Language, which ſome haye 
2 Tim. ini. 16. ) Rom. xii, 65. 
17 0 9 1 9 
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aſe, neg 
fu fficiently ridicu 
Judy ment. Such — may 


1 thettiſeives ; it 18 mch if 
for this ig a Van 
1 — f the Lon u | 


"19 woithe? (y). What is cheCha — 
Du manage me, Sir, in the mentiom of une 
Aution Which bah l. ſometimes been the 
emptation' bf elder Years ; and that 8 
2 not affeck a Singularity i in your Term dd 
E xreflions;” or 4 myſtical. dark, ine 
| (Di jon,” or any thing elſe that beſpeaks a 
mane for a Path & of ydur dn, in your 
Doctrifial Repreſentations of tler ird los 
Pry: G. Suck” a' Conduct may use 
dome ahd wilr ſtumble and, grieve dthers; 
While it does not appear to be Go AO 
 Hante for the Edification of any. Wenke Heo- 
ple indeed ſometimes miſtakè theſe 
kor da Preaching; and the Itch of being 
f thb t the deep 9 
if not the on! Lure 2 
this TEmper have! n 
Snare of I that is, 
age, of Wperior Knowledge © 16 others by 
wllick wears good Men, — un 
by che holy ol of Gong and 
; leir Miniſtry Blaſt; tical, 4 = E 
"gp But let all chat love the I fatty: 
with % Floiameſe: bg nd 
() Iſai. xl. 24. M10) £ $ 
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that ind 
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1 


thereby commend themſehves to . 
| mann en. Pa | 


| Wo 
important Truths. 


Doctrines of the Reformation and of the 
Bible may be traduced, as antiquated and 


- l 
ei ance 
T 4 _— "TY! 
* * 
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Secondly, Our. farther Buſineſs in the Courſe 
of public Preaching is, o endeavour: the De- 
oy of the Truth againſt From the 
the . bleſſed Goſpel has: met with 
great Oppoſition, and the Truth cannot be 
- maintained without much Contention and 
. Conflict. The faſhionable Si 'boleth — fv is 
and Maderatian; that is, in other 
free Quarter to the moſt dangerous 

Errors, and a cold Indifference to the moſt 

With ſuch the grand 


obſolete Opinions; but certain I am, the 
Apoſtle Jude was in very different Senti- 


ments, When he exhorted us earne/ty to con- 
tend for the Faith which <vas once delivered to the 


Saints (). | Zeal as well as Charity enters 
into the Compobtion, of that Temper, which 
18 truly Chriſtian; they are kindred Graces ; 


Fruits of the ſame Spirit, and welk! in the 
ſame renewed Heart. 


As to the Management of Religious Con- 


troverſies, if you, Brother, was younger, or 
Ia little 5 4 it mi 
dy way of Advice, * I would make Con- 
ſeience of a 
own Candue,- namely, To weigh well the In- 


ght become me to. add 


to as the Rule of my 


0 C. . . . 00 Jude g. 


8 
porrauce bf controverted Puinrs, and to em 
Me of zealous Care and Pains in 955 
- fence of every Truth in Proportion to its rell 
Influence on the Chriſtian's Faith, Holineſs 
or Comfort. For which Reaſon, the greateſt 
Difference / ſhould be always made between 
_ ſuch Matters as are controverted amongſt rea/ 
Chriſtians, and thoſe Contentions which we 
have-witly the notorious Oppoſers or Abuſers of 
the Goſpel. In the former Caſe, we cannot ea- 
fily exceed in Meekneſs, Forbearance, Con- 
deſcenfion and brotherly Love: In the latter, 
we are directed to rebuke them ſharply,” that 
they may be found in the Faith (s). Vet ſhould 
we ever remember, that tbe Wrath of Man 
worketh not the Righteouſneſs of God (t). Great 
Care ought to be taken that we mix not our 
own ſinful Paſſions and Spirits in religious 
Debates.” The Cauſe of Truth needs no 
ſuch Weapons, as Wrath, Bitterneſs, Slan- 
der, Invective, or perſonal Reflections to 
ſupport it. The Rule is plain: The Servant 
of the Lord mull not ſtirive; but be gentle unto all 
Men; apt to teach, patient, in Metkneſs inſirutt> 
ing thoſe that oppoſe themſelves; if God peraduen- 
ture will give them Repentance to the acknow- 
ledging tbe Truth (u). Once more, n 


Io 


_  Thirdy, Anornzx Part of this weighty 
Buſineſs is, 20 make cloſe and feriful Application 
ES | : Tim H. 2 * 
- (t) James i, 20. E bi x 7 


- 


| [ 82 ] | 

of "the Doctrines taught, to tie Minds and 
Conſciences, the Hearts and Aﬀettions of the 
Hearers. We are to aim at tbe Heart in 
all our Miniſtrations. How well ſoever 
we inform the Judgment, if there is not 
alſo ſomething tending to warm and raiſe 
the Affections to Gop, we leave our Audi- 
ence cold and careleſs. It is our Duty to 
aim at animating and enforcing the ſacred 
Meſſage with all proper Life and Spirit of 
Addreſs. This is an Ordinance of Gop for 
Good. Infinite Wiſdom has ordained a 
living Miniſtry as the ſtated Means of con- 
verting, ſanctifying and ſaving immortal 
Souls: Hence all the moſt natural and fami- 
liar Modes of Perſuaſion are to be met with 
in the Scripture itſelf: And theſe, in all Ages, 
have been owned and bleſſed by the Lomo 
the SpixrIr, to anſwer the Deſigns of his 
Mercy and Grace. It is an unhappy and 
hurtful Notion which ſome have given into, 
«That a naked Declaration of the Truth is 
t the whole of miniſterial Work; that no- 
“ thing is to be urged and preſſed upon 
te the Conſcience, as a Means of Life, which 
0 ig above the Powers of our fallen depraved 
Nature of itſelf to perform; and that 
e every Thing which contains an earneſt 
„ and cloſe Addreſs. to the Sinner's Con- 

1 ſcience is inconſiſtent with the Truth and 
« Spirit of the Goſpel.” Whereas it is evi- 
dent from-Scripture, Experience, and com- 
mon Senſe, that theſe Things are the exter- 


e . 
nal and fit Means, which the Hol SergIT; 
has in/tituted and ordained; and by which he 
works, in beginning, carrying on, and per- 
fecting 2 and — of 
Gop's Elect. N MC v 

God could have quickened the dry bones, 
without Ezekre/'s propheſying upon them /w); 
and have cauſed the Sea to caſt the Shoal of 
Fiſh on the Shore, without Simon's caſting: 


the Net; but Ezzekie/ was commanded to 


8 and Peter to caſt the Net (x), as the 
Means ordained for producing theſe Effects: 
And no Man can deſpiſe the Ordinance of 
Gop without incurring his Diſpleaſure. 
I is to be indeed owned and lamented; 
that too many daub with untempered Morter (y); 
and even pious and judicious Divines may 
ſometimes have uſed exceptionable Phraſes, 
in this Part of their Work; yet it betrays 
the greateſt Weakneſs, to, make Men. capital 
Offenders for a Word; and ſomething much 
worſe, to traduce their excellent Labours in 
the Whole, as tending to lead us devoutly to Hell; 
when the Tenor and Spirit of their ſeveral 
Writings is manifeſtly to fix us on the Rock 
of Ages. — But our Buſineſs, Brother, is to 
follow the Scripture wholly and fully : A 
feriptural-way of Preaching is always war- 
rantable, and we may hope to find it uſetul. 
We muſt perſevere in following the ſacred 
d) Ezekiel xxxvii. 4. | (3) Ezekiel xiii. 10. 

(x) Luke v. 5. | 


M 2. Pattern, 


And if our Time permitted, we ſhould 


1841 


Pattern, notwithſtanding all the Cavils of 
- Weakneſs or Deſign; the Ox was not mu 
led when — out the Corn (2); nor 
n — 2 oe{ 
Word. He that hath my 2 him ſpeak 
m Mord | faithfully : What 15 e bat 2 
Wheat? ſaith the Lord. 64 5 

Tuus, Sir, you have my free Thoughts 
upon this material and leading Branch of 
your Office, that is, diſpenſing the Word. 


P 
ceed diſtinctly to conſider, the other 1 — 
Duties of your ſacred Function; ok as | 


Public Prayer and Praiſe; the Adminiſtra- 


tion of the two New- Teſtament Sacraments, 
Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper; the Training 
up the Vouth of the regation in the 
Nurture and Admonition of the Lord; as 
well as a going before the Church in the Ex- 
erciſe of all that ſpiritual Rule and good Diſ- 
_ which is neceſſary to the-Edification 

the Body of Cunxisr, and the Honor and 
Furtherance of the Goſpel. Concerning all 


which I muſt content myſelf, with the fol- 


lowing: brief Remarks. As, 
1. Tuxv are all of them ſolemn Orman 
of Gop; and therefore the greate/t Solemnit of 
Spirit is requiſite to their 3 They 
Are deſigned to mſiru#, but not meerly ſo; 
they are adapted alſo to ect, to raiſe, and 
engage the warmer Powers of tho in 
e Deut. . 4. a . 
N | true 


—— 


a, rn Dat and dedication to Gon and 


* 


his Fear. Give vent therefore to your aw 
religious Affections, and aim through the 
divine Bleſſing, to invigorate the Hearts of 
| Fellow- Worſhippers. - Ever bear it in 
ind, Sir, that your Knowledge and Expe- 
rience, your Labour and Skill, and eren 
your . Affections, are what Gon 
hath taken up for his Uſe in the Inſtruction, 
, - Conſolation and Salvation of this he 
over whom he has now placed you, 
2. I cannot forbear expreſly canons 
the important Duty of Catechizing,. __ 
otherways inſtructing the younger Fart of 
your Flock. The Rule is plain, Train 25 4 
Child in the Way be ſhould go, and when 
Old be will not depart from Hab et me in- 
treat you to take ſome Pains herein; it will, 
through the SrIRIT and bleſſing of Gon, 
turn to good Account. Lam — the 


numerous Inſtances we have in the riſing 


Generation, of a Defection, and turning 
wholly aſide from the religious Sentuments - 
and Profeſſion of their Fathers, have been 

greatly owing to the criminal Neglect of their 
Parents and Miniſters in this Part of their 
bounden Duty: And having been nurſed up 
in Ignorance, Lightneſs, and a Neglect of 
_ facred Inſtruction, they have become an eaſy 


Prey to the Pageantries of Error and Superſti- 
tion. With reſpect . Us nn in par- 


(* Prov. xxii. 8, | | 
6.) Nr Ae bo. 


[86] : 
ticular; if we ſhew no Love to them, and 
take no Pains with them in their younger 
Nars, how can we expect er. to be 


a. due Diſcharge of this Office of Love 
towards them, has the greateſt Tendency to 

endear us to them, and them to us; as well 
as to fortify their Minds by ſound Know- 


_ - thoſe: that lie in wait to deceive. Once 
mor E, | | oy 15 ; 


23. As to the proper Order, Government and. 


Diſcipline in the Church, it is highly incum- 


bent on Paftors and Elders to ſee to theſe 


Things. The Excellency and -Intereſt- of 
every Society depend doth upon the Good- 
neſs of their Rules, but more on their cloſe 
Adherence to them. In this Caſe the Rules 
and Orders are ſacred and divine, they are the 
wile Inſtitutes of the Loxp of Glory; and it 
is the Glory of the Churches, faithfully 
and conſcientiouſly to abide in the Practice 
of them. The Peace, Purity, Proſperity 
and Increaſe of a Chriſtian Community are 
more intimately connected herewith than 
many are aware of.— Not that Miniſters are 
to br it over Gop's Heritage; Deſpotiſm 
and Anarchy, are alike deſtructive to the In- 


tereſts of real Religion. Remarkable is the 
Manner in which the Apoſtle expreſſes him- 
Aelf upon this Subject, 1 Tim. iii. 5. Fa Man 
know not how to rule his um Houſe, how ſhall be * 
. 2s RY B * 


valued and adhered to by them; whereas, 


ledge, againſt the cunning Craftineſs of 


* 


1 


1571 

Gare of the Church f Gad? * Obſerve; he va»; 
. ries the Phraſe, to intimate that Paſtors have 
not the ſame Authority over the Church, 

which they have over their own Houſes; the 

one is magi/terial, the other _ mitaſterial ; 

over that a Sovereignty, over this à tender, 

active Care, is what we are to exerciſe. 

It is our great Work (ſays the judicious 

« Dr Ouen) in what Intereſt CyxisT hath 

<« given. us in the Rule of the Church, to 
« repreſent him as ſpiritual, holy, meek 

« and forbearing, and his Government as 
<« every Way tending to Edification; and not 

« Deſtruction.” Tate beed therefore unto your-" 
"FF ſelf, and to all the Flock over the which the' 
Ghoſt bath made you Overſeer, to feed the Church . 

of. God,” which be bath purchaſed with his own. 

Blood (6). | „„ Troy 20g 
Tuts leads me alſo to obſerve, that be- 
ſides theſe your public Services, your farther _ 
Buſineſs is alſo tenderly to watch over your 
Flock: as a faithful Shepherd, and to 

the Good of it in all Things. Much of a 
Paſtor's Duty lieth out of the Pulpit. Be di- 
ligent to know the State of thy Flock, and ſet thy 
Heart upon thy Herds(c). It concerns us to ac- 
uaint ourſelves well with the ſpiritual Con- 
= = 3 of our Hearers. A Miniſter who 
bes an utter Stranger to his People, is ſeldom. 

of any conſiderable Service among them. If 
we would be uſeful to their Souls, we muſt 


(b) Acts xx. 28. (e) Prov. xxvii. 23. 
425 ER . iE. | 
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= them,-and profited by them :— The Sick and 


| : 
- 

5 

_ 


EC: = 
follow bur Sermons into their Benken muſt 
gie them our Company and free Converſe; 
this is the Way both to be profitable to 


eentitled to our moſt tender and 
 Jpecral . The Sick and Wounded in 
Sparitz are yet more fo,” nor ſhould we ever 
think much at the Hours we ſpend in at- 
tending fick Beds, or wounded Spirits. It is 
our Duty, carefully to notice and encourage 
- the uſt. Stirrings of Convictions and reſi- 
gious Concern in the Heart; to Een ee l 
weak Hands, and confirm the feeble Knees, &c 

Chriſtian Viſits are as neceſſary and uſ 
their Place, as cloſe Study, and public Work. | 
Only let there be Care taken, that they are 

truly Chriſzan ; for much precious Time may 
be waſted upon light and trivial Matters, 
which are far from being ſo.” Paſtorul Vi- 
i ſhould be /erzous, fort, frequent, ſpiritual, 
faithful,, and affectionate. Let it appear in 
them all, that you yourſelf remember what 
you have raught them in Public, and that 


you was in earneſt for their Souls Good in 


what you delivered. There is the greateſt 
Difference between a Man's fiſhing for Ap- 
4 and an humble ſpiritual Solicitude to 
know the Succeſs of his Labours , for what Fs 
" the Cha to the beat? ſaith the Lord | 
J fine, your Buſineſs, dear Sir, is alſo to 
be — as in you lies) P r to 
Re. (4) Iſa, xxx. 3. | - 
the 


, \ 
. | * " } 


* 


FEI (%]. 2h 
| Dependence upon the Six IT of Grace, to 
live the Nabs jou preach, to E the 
Duties ou would enforce : The Humility, 
Meekneſs, Patience, Uprightneſs; the Faith, 
Love, Zeal, and Spirituality of Heart, Lip 
and Life, you would recommend. But in- 
ſtead of farther Enlargement, I will cloſe 
this whole Repreſentation by repeating the 
Sentiments of the forementioned judicious 
and eminent Divine x.. 1 
Ir 1s undoubtedly incumbent upon us 
* who are called to the Miniſtry, ſo to be- 


AS. have ourſelves that we may be a real Gift 
„ of CHRIST to the Church, and be owned 


by them to be ſuch. I do not know for 
* my own Part a more affecting Thought 
« a Miniſter can have than this: How ſh 
J approve myſelf ſo, as to be looked upon 
« to be a Gift from Car1sT to the Church 
<< he has placed me over? There are three 
Things which more eſpecially render a 
77 Minifier ſuch to a People. An Imitation 
<«« of CHRIST. A Repreſentation of CHRIST. 
„And a Zeal for CnRIS T. ' 
1, AN Imitation of CuRISsT, as the 
<< great Shepherd of the Sheep, in Meekneſs, 
„in Love, in Tenderneſs and Care for the 


* whole, So CRRIST is deſcribed, He bal! 
feed his Flock like a Shepherd, be ſhall gather 


' ® See Dr Owen's Thirteen Sermons, lately Publiſhed, 
from Sir John Hartopp's MSS. 12mo. Pag. 62. 


I. 


4 


: : 


—_ I's 90 

. * - the Lathbs in Mo hows (e), &c. Here. TY 
i ** greatPattern for all his under Shepherds.— 
5 2 adh, Tux is a Repreſentation of 
1 * Cuxisr, and that in all his Offices; a 
e Repreſentation of him, in the Rule and 
Lc. Government of the Church: 80 to rule, 
that the Church under our Care may be 
“ ſenſible that CuRIsT's Government is ſpi- 
e xitual and holy. What a woful Repreſen- 
*« tation hereof is made by Men who rule 
r the Church of Gop with Rods and Axes, 
with Fire and Faggot! Is this to repreſent 
se the meek; the tender, the holy Jeſus, as 
% King of the Church? No, rather to re- 
1 dee preſent a cruel devouring Tyrant of the 
3 „ World. To repreſent CHRIST in his ro- 
Y _ _ phetic Office: He was the great Teacher 
e ofthe Church, and the principal Work of 
% of a. Miniſter is to preach the Word; and 
* by all Means to carry on the Saints in the 
EKnowiledge of Gop, and of our Loxn and 
„ Saviour Jusos CurrsT, | Thoſe who take 
e upon them to be Paſtors, and negledt this 
Work of feeding the Flock, may at as 

t cheap a Rate, and with equal Modeſty, 
e utterly renounce 'Jesus R and the 
1 “ Goſpel.—Farther, CuxIsz is to be repre- 
t ſented by Miniſters in the ĩmitable Part of 
„ 'his Sacerdotal Office, which is to make 
. * continual Prayer and Interceſſion for the 


b O. a. My ea, 


8 * Gpurch, 


| gs 
Hach, And Tor thut Clit 
. Fhereuntö we belon 8 JL 0122208 ob 
hr 15 alſ6 Went nr Fe 
wat mes as an Ambaffadör from? 
4 rr an 1. r Stead,” ought'th haye 4 
REES wn 
* N 0 RD, in the ure For 
din Weribip, dhe Purity f Rig. Ordi- 
ee the Maintenance of fi Aude 2 
. the Converſion of Sinners, and the” 
Bult up! of tlie Saints. I is 4 
e "Work in all Things to be Repreſen⸗ [= 
5 tatives of our Lonp and HAD; ànd . 
8 — / who is ſufficient for ene e 0 


K 


1 


Ag now, Brosher, you ſee'what the 
ſineſd is which you have undertaken. from the" 
Lord! 1 2 have an affecting Seriſe pf” 
its Weight, and tlie Difficaltics Weh attend 
it, be, therefore undertake. it with much 
Timorouſneſs and Fear; and: it is good 9 
. felr, in oppoſition ts à light and 
ſufficient and-vain-glorious Spirit; than” 
which I know nothing; That 3 is more unpro- 
miſing and ill-boading. Be not high-mindeg,” 
but fear. It becomes us to be often revie w- 
ing the Greatneſs and Difficulties of out 
Charge, that we may have CROP Senſe of 
our on Inſufficiency for it; yet is there no : 
room to be diſheartned and diſmayed; _— 
is Great and Arduous, ſo it is Honourable 


and Delighiful, to thoſe whoſe Hearts tie 
4 * i | — 
| 
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9 Turns ; ig n Room 10 be, 
your Work,. for you. are ſpending your 
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krength in t 0 he 
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highly deſerves; all your Cares and Pains; : 
never beweary.of this Emplo yment. we are 
made e e i I e one, Brand 


ou f the Burning * but WP. 

unhappy: ow 2 the Jaws. of De 
and Ruin, it is well worth . n 
of Labour and Toil; And if we obtain -: 


MET of. the Loxp to be inen. there s 


nous, Mr, Henry Henry ) i that we may 
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all the Toils and Heat of the Day. While 
with Humility, Dependence and Fear, we. 
are doing his Buſineſs. and deſigning his 
Glory, though attended with numerous Im- 
zerfections and Short-comings, he hath an 
Heart full of Love, ready to forgive and to 
paſs by all our Failings and Defects: Our 
1 great Mercy 1s, we are not under the Law, but 
under Grace; the Rule is perfect, and Perfec- 
tion is to be our Aim, yet is it not the Term 
of our Acceptance with Him; while we have 
this Body of Sin and Death, we cannot do the 
Things that we would (%); but there is Forgive- 
neſs with him that be may be feared (i). 


_ Thirdly, You are employed in a Work wherein 
your Lord and Maſter is working with you. | It 
is his Goſpel you are Preaching, his Ordi- 

nances you are Adminiſtring, his Kingdom 
you are Advancing, and his Church you are 
Building up: And he will put an Honor 
upon his own Inſtitutes, and clothe his Goſ- 
pel with a Power. If Cuxistr hath; ſent us, 
he will be with us, and his Word in our 
Mouths ſhall not return wholly void and 
fruitleſs. A Conſideration vaſtly encourag- 
ing! We may chearfully caſt the Net at the 
Saviour's bidding, and expect the Bleſling, 
when He hath commanded it. Be ſure, 
Brother, always earneſtly beſpeak his bleſſed 
Company and Preſence with you, in all your 
Gl. 17. | (7) Pal, xxx. 4. 
ſe | a 7 "A | Mini- | 
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ä | 
MidWrations! i, iiur nei ye icon do iothing ; 
but, Da amnwith you akways, ven to the 
RM 
erben Nome and Strength, but in bit 
why Bach [ent you e 

ate called N Engisr and from Him, 
Fengch derived from Him, who is the 
naman of ae! ji Full Fountain, in 


N Vineyard; Miniſters 


brings. Would you go 


on chedrfully and p 


caſantly in your Work, 


tid be fuceſsful in it ? Walk in Chrif, las 
n, and lig Yo him CI); endeavour yet 


more and more after Communion and cloſe 
Walking with Gop, as a Chriſtian ; that is 
the belt the only Recipe againſt Low- ſpirited- 


nels and Soul-dilcouragements in your Work. 


Let not the Miniſter and the Scholar flarve the 


en; while you keep the Vineyards of 


others, neglect not your own. Our hea- 
Net Hours, and moſt deſponding Frames, 
often” ſpring from a too great Neglect of 
Clofet Duties, and an indulged Diſtance 


Way to get rid of Heart - heavineſs and 
Goms, is to give yourſelf afreſh to Medi- 


tation and ' Prayer. Read the Scriptures 
often, as Gop's Ordinance againſt both Bar- 


renneſs and Darkneſs of Frames. | 
al Fifthly, Bx not diſcouraged, ſeeing we have 
Wale 


ee (4) Colo. ii. 6. N 


End - 
„ 


Rem Gop. You will ever find it the beſt. 


1 * 


„ 


be in vain in the Lord (I). It is a Buſineſ 


4 


| 


f 


which ſhall certainly turn to good Account 
in the End. You, Sir, may warrantably 
have Reſpef?, as Moſes had, unto the Recum- 
pence of the Reward (m) : We have nothing 
to expect from Gop by way of Meri, 
but much is to be expected in a way of free 
Grace and free Promiſe ; for faithful is be that 
calleth you, who alſo will do it (n). Y 
WuHEREFORE, my Reverend and Dear 


Brother, Gird up the Loins of your Mind, be 


- ſober, and hope to the End, for the Grace that is 


I 


- 


ſon, out of Seaſon ; r 
all Long-ſuffering . Doctrine. Watch thou in 


give me at that D 


to be brought unto you at the Revelation of Tefus 
Chrift (o). - Preach the Word ; be inflant in Ses. 
, rebuke, exhort with 


all Things, endure Aflictions, do the Work of an 


' Evangeliſt, make full. Pr A 4 thy Minifiry (p. 
ole 


Thus will you at laſt the Scene with 
Joy, and ſpend your dying Breath in holy 
Triumph. I have fought a good Fight, I have 


finiſhed my Courſe, I have kept the Faith. Hence 
forth there is laid up for me a Crown of Righteouſ- 
neſs, which the Lord the righteous Fudge 'fhall,' 


And not to me only, bur 
70 all them alfo that bove bis appearing. To his 
Grace I commend you. Wo Wa, 

Tre LokD be with you! Anen. 


(n) Heb. xi. 26. 
() 1 Thell, v. 24. 


„ Cor. xv. 7 | (o) 1 Pet. i. 13. 


(D) 2 Tim. iv. 2, 5, 7. 
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